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WELCOME ADDRESS  
BY THE ARCHBISHOP 

OF VILNIUS

Dear Pilgrims, Brothers and Sis-
ters, with great joy I welcome you 
to Vilnius, the city from which the 

message of Divine Mercy once again 
resounded throughout the world. May 
this time of pilgrimage become not only 
a physical journey, but also an interior 
journey into the mystery of the Heart of 
God.

Mercy is not merely a form of devo-
tion; it is a way of life that transforms the 
human person and builds a new world. 
The City of Mercy, into which you are in-
vited to enter, is built not of stone, but of 
human hearts wherever people choose 
to forgive, to listen, to accept, and to 
love. Every prayer, every encounter, 
every gesture of silence or closeness 
becomes a living stone from which this 
city is raised.

May these days in Vilnius be for you 
a time of grace, a time in which God 

touches the heart, strengthens faith, and 
inspires a renewed surrender to Him. 
May every participant experience that 
he or she is loved, welcomed, and called 
to become a witness of mercy.

As you depart from this city, take 
with you not only memories, but also a 
mission. Be apostles of mercy: proclaim 
the boundless mercy of God through 
your lives, words, and your deeds. May 
your families, communities, and the 
whole of society become places where 
the Culture of Mercy may grow and 
flourish.

I thank you for your faith, openness, 
and desire to seek God. May Merciful 
Jesus bless you, and may your journey 
be filled with peace, joy, and hope!

✠ Gintaras Grušas, 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Vilnius
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Dear friends taking part in the 
Sixth World Apostolic Congress 
on Mercy, you are presented 

with a wonderful opportunity not only 
to reflect on the theme of mercy and to 
experience once again in your own lives 
how merciful God is toward each one of 
you, but also to renew your commitment 
and dedication to building an ever more 
credible city.

Our communities are in need of 
witnesses to mercy. “When your heart 
is touched, struck by the misery of 
another—then that is mercy,” wrote 
Saint Augustine, thus pointing to the 
most fitting understanding of mercy: a 
heart that is touched. Here, in a certain 
sense, the question of mercy is resolved: 
a heart that takes upon itself misery so 
that it may be overcome by love. The life 
of every believer should be lived in the 
light of this experience.

Mercy possesses a universal longing, 

for it embraces everyone and excludes 
no one. More than that, it reaches the 
point of transforming life so as to make 
it conformed to itself, and it does not 
leave the heart at rest until it has become 
an instrument of mercy. It is here, 
perhaps, that one rediscovers the closest 
connection of mercy to its source and 
inexhaustible wellspring: the Trinitarian 
love of God. Whoever practices mercy 
with their own hands experiences 
concretely the love of God.

I firmly hope that this World 
Apostolic Congress will bring light and 
support to all participants, and I pray to 
the Lord that, once you have returned 
home, you may be builders of a more 
welcoming society, capable of a beauty 
that awakens love, sharing with joy the 
good you have received.

✠ Rino Fisichella,
Pro-Prefect of the  

Dicastery for Evangelization



7 June | SUNDAY
THE CHURCH
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ

MORNING (Katedros a.)
10.00 	Registration 
AFTERNOON
12.30 	Holy Mass, Vilnius Cathedral
2.00 	 Eucharistic Procession from
	 the Cathedral to the
	 Hill of the Saviour 
EVENING (Rasų g. 6)
5.00 Early dinner
6.00 Opening of WACOM6

8 June | MONDAY
MEMORY
How does God’s
mercy work in my life?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)
9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Card. Grzegorz Ryś
10.15 	John Pridmore 
10.45 	Break
11.30 	Holy Mass
12.45 	Patr. Bartholomew
1.00 	 Lunch break
AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)
3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and 
	 workshops
EVENING
6.00 	 Dinner
7.00 Reconciliation Service

9 June | TUESDAY
WORD
How can God’s mercy be proclaimed
convincingly to the people of our time?
How to give a reason for the hope that
lives within me?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)
9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Nicky Gumbel
10.20 	John Canavan
10.35 	Bishop Martin Igwe Uzoukwu
11.00 	Break
11.45 	Rosy Chaanine
12.10 	Matt Fradd
1.00 	 Lunch break and 
	 dinner food package
AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)
3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops 
EVENING (Vilnius Old Town)
6.00 	 Holy Mass (EN, LT, IT, ES, PL, FR, UA, LA)
8.00 	 Evening program 

10 June | WEDNESDAY
PRAYER
Prayer as a way to remain faithful and
seek God’s mercy

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)
9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Prof. Donna Orsuto
10.15 	The Kissell family
10.35 	Fr Pasqualino di Dio
11.00 	Break
11.45 	Cynthia Leowardyn
12.10 	Fr Chris Alar, MIC
1.00 	 Lunch break and  
	 dinner food package
AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)
3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops
EVENING (Vilnius Old Town)
6.00 	 Holy Mass (EN, LT, IT, ES, PL, FR, UA, LA)
8.00 	 Evening program 

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 202610



11 June | THURSDAY
ACTION
Saint Barnabas, Apostle
How to act while guided by mercy?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)
9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Abp. Rino Fisichella
10.15 	Tetiana Stawnychy
10.35 	Kathrine E. Mackie ir David Mackie
11.00 	Break
11.30 	Fr James Mallon
12.15 	Kevin Hyland
1.00 	 Lunch break
AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)
3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops
EVENING (Rasų g. 6)
6.00 	 Holy Mass
7.00	 Dinner
8.00 	 Evening concert | 
	 The gospel choir “GospelJonai”

June 12 | FRIDAY
HEART
Solemnity of the Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus

How could meditation on the Heart of
Jesus become a source of peace
and the hope for deep inner peace for all
humanity?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)
9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Fr Patrice Chocholski
10.10 	Closing remarks,  
	 venue of WACOM7
10.45 	Break
11.30 	Holy Mass
13.00 	Lunch

EV
EN

T PRO
G

RA
M

Vatican Vox is the official Vatican 
app designed for live translation into 
various languages. It will be used to 
broadcast the conferences of the 
World Apostolic Congress on Mercy 
as well as certain afternoon sessions. 
The app is available on the App Store 
and Google Play.
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The Congress on Mercy is an 
event organised at the level of the 
universal Church, with the aim of 

deepening understanding, celebrating, 
and bearing witness to the mystery of 
Divine Mercy. It is not merely a theoretical 
or academic gathering – the Congress 
brings together liturgical life, prayer, 
teaching, testimonies, and fellowship, 
becoming a living experience of faith 
for each participant. It is distinctive in 
that it is not limited to a single spiritual 
tradition or form of devotion: different 
communities and movements are invited 
to collaborate, to share recognised 
forms of devotion and charisms. 

The Congress on Mercy is open 
to all. Mercy is understood here as a 
universal language that transcends 
confessional boundaries and invites into 
dialogue not only Christians but also 
representatives of other religions. It is a 
space in which differences do not divide 

but enrich, and where a shared desire – 
to recognise and bear witness to mercy 
in today’s world – brings people closer 
together.

One of the most important aspects 
of the Congress is its sacramental 
life. The Holy Mass, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, the Hour of Mercy, and 
praise and worship invite participants 
to experience Divine Mercy personally. 
Conferences, discussions, and 
catecheses help participants to deepen 
their understanding of mercy in Sacred 
Scripture, in the teaching of the Church, 
and in the daily life of the believer. This 
theoretical and spiritual exploration 
is always connected to a practical 
question: where is mercy most needed 
today, and how can we become its 
bearers?

The Congress is also a place of 
encounter. It offers an opportunity for 
believers from different countries and 

WHAT IS THE 
CONGRESS?

13



cultures to come to know one another, 
to share experiences, testimonies, and 
inspiration. Such fellowship strengthens 
faith and helps participants experience 
the universal nature of the Church. 
Participants not only receive, but also 
bear witness – through their stories, 
service, and presence – to how Divine 
Mercy is at work in their lives.

A distinctive feature of the Congress 
is its creativity. The message of Divine 
Mercy is not static, nor does it belong 
only to the past. In every age, it finds 
new forms, language, and initiatives. For 
this reason, the Congress encourages 
the search for contemporary ways of 
communicating the message of Divine 
Mercy to people today – through art, 
music, social initiatives, communication, 
and everyday relationships. It is an 
invitation not only to remember what 

has been, but also to shape the future 
with courage.

The aims of the World Congresses 
on Mercy are manifold, yet they are 
united by a common direction: to 
celebrate faith, deepen understanding, 
recognise the challenges of our time, 
strengthen communion, bear witness to 
God’s action, and spread the message 
of Divine Mercy throughout the world. 
The Congress may be seen as a spiritual 
journey in which each participant is 
invited not only to receive mercy, but to 
live it.

Thus, the Congress on Mercy is not 
merely an event; it is an experience that 
touches the heart, strengthens faith, and 
inspires action. It invites each person to 
discover mercy as a living and active 
force, capable of transforming personal 
lives, communities, and the whole world.

The Congress on 
Mercy is not merely an 
event; it is an experience 
that touches the heart, 
strengthens faith, and 
inspires action. 
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RESTORING A HEART  
TO THE WORLD:

KEYS TO THE JOURNEY  
OF THE CONGRESS
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Pope Francis, during his pontificate, 
has encouraged us to build a culture 
of mercy in which there is no room 

for indifference. He has perceptively 
observed that today’s world is “losing its 
heart”; therefore, our journey from Sunday 
to Friday is an invitation to rediscover it. 
The guiding focus of this Congress is 
the prayer of Saint Faustina Kowalska 
and six key words that will guide us from 
the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ on Sunday to the 
culmination on Friday – the Solemnity of 
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

The Map of the Journey: 6 Days – 6 Keys

1. SUNDAY | THE CHURCH
 Laying the Foundation
We begin the Congress by celebrating the 
Eucharist – the source of Christian life. The 
procession from the Cathedral to the Church 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus symbolises 
that mercy is not merely a private matter. 
We are the Church – a community that 
together brings Christ’s love into the streets 
of the city and the world.

2. MONDAY | MEMORY 
God’s Footprints in My Story 
Before moving forward, we must look 
back. Memory is the foundation of mercy. 
On this day, we will look for signs of 
God’s action in our lives. Recognising that 
mercy is an undeserved gift awakens true 
gratitude.

3. TUESDAY | WORD
Love That Speaks
Jesus taught Saint Faustina that if we 

cannot help by our actions, we must 
help by our words. This day is dedicated 
to learning how to speak of hope. How 
can we proclaim the Gospel where 
it is not yet known? How can we bear 
witness to faith in our streets, families, 
and workplaces, so that our words heal 
rather than judge?

4. WEDNESDAY | PRAYER 
A Bond That Reaches Beyond
Prayer reaches where we ourselves 
cannot reach. It is a cornerstone of the 
Congress: we will adore, praise, and walk 
the Way of the Cross. Prayer helps us 
remain human in moments of trial and 
entrust to God what we cannot change 
ourselves.

5. THURSDAY | ACTION 
Concrete Mercy
Action is the fullest expression of mercy. 
This day is devoted to practical questions: 
how can we reach out to the homeless, 
refugees, or those experiencing crisis? 
Theory must become concrete help for 
our neighbour.

6. FRIDAY | HEART
The Summit of Love and Peace
The culmination of the Congress is the 
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. When the world “loses its heart”, 
we return to the pierced Heart of the 
Saviour. Only this Heart teaches true 
fraternity and peace. We conclude the 
Congress by praying for peace in the 
world, trusting that every act of mercy 
draws closer the Kingdom of God’s love.

17



In the New Testament, the Greek word 
for mercy is eleos, familiar from the 
prayer Kyrie eleison. In the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament, this 
word most often renders the Hebrew 
hesed – the faithful love of the covenant. 
It is God’s steadfast love, which endures 
despite human unfaithfulness: “My un-
failing love for you will not be shaken” 
(Is 54:10). Since this covenant is contin-
ually broken by humanity and renewed 
by God (Ex 32–34), hesed inevitably in-
cludes God’s forgiveness. 

Eleos also conveys the Hebrew word 
rahamim, meaning ‘womb’. It denotes a 
profound love that wells up from within: 
a mother’s love for her child (Is 49:15), a 
father’s tenderness towards his son (Ps 
103:13), and the compassion of a broth-
er (Gen 43:30). 

In the biblical sense, mercy is not 
merely one of God’s attributes – it is His 
very essence: “The compassionate and 

gracious God, slow to anger, abound-
ing in love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6). 
He is a God who enters into a personal 
relationship with humanity, calling us to 
conversion and reconciliation. 

The culmination of the Old Testament 
is the triumph of God’s mercy over jus-
tice: “My heart is changed within me; all 
my compassion is aroused.” (Hos 11:8–9). 
He “delights to show mercy” (Mic 7:18). 

In the New Testament, this mystery 
reaches its fullness in Christ: “And I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” (Jn 12:32). 

God’s mercy is the plan of Salvation: 
through Christ, death becomes life, and 
in the Church a new communion is born. 
It is the Holy Spirit who leads each per-
son into this life and continues to guide 
them within it. 

All Sacred Scripture bears witness 
to one reality: God is always the first to 
show mercy.

THE MYSTERY 
OF MERCY

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will  
be shown mercy.” (Mt 5:7)

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 202618



Ph
ot

o 
by

 R
. D

am
ke

vi
či

us





Painted in Vilnius according to the 
visions of Sister Faustina, the im-
age of the Merciful Jesus carries 

a profound symbolic meaning. Jesus 
Himself explained to Sister Faustina that 
He is depicted as if approaching us, with 
a slightly lowered, merciful gaze. His 
right hand is raised in blessing, while 
from His Heart flow two rays – one pale 
and one red. 

These rays signify the water and 
blood that flowed from Christ’s pierced 
Heart: “The pale ray stands for the Wa-
ter which makes souls righteous. The 
red ray stands for the Blood which is the 
life of souls” (Diary, 299). They symbol-
ise the grace that, through the sacra-
ments, brings rebirth and supernatural 
life to humanity.

 The image was first solemnly 
venerated in Vilnius in 1935, at the Gate of 
Dawn, on the Second Sunday of Easter. 
This date is not accidental: on that day, 

the Gospel proclaims the appearance 
of the Risen Christ and the gift of the 
forgiveness of sins (cf. Jn 20:19–29).

 The image reveals both the reality 
of the Cross and of the Resurrection. 
The rays flowing from the pierced Heart 
recall the sacrifice of Good Friday, while 
Christ Himself is depicted as living, 
bringing peace and forgiveness. 

Set against a dark background, the 
figure of Christ stands out as the only 
light of the world: “I am the light of the 
world” (Jn 8:12). Without Christ, there is 
darkness.

 The inscription “Jesus, I trust in You” 
expresses the fundamental attitude of a 
person towards God. Trust is the path 
to Divine Mercy. Jesus Himself said: “I 
am offering people a vessel with which 
they are to keep coming for graces to 
the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this 
image with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust 
in You.’” (Diary, 327).

THE IMAGE OF 
THE MERCIFUL 

JESUS

21



Divine Mercy Sunday is the litur-
gical fulfilment of the mystery of 
mercy.

 In 1931, Christ asked that the first 
Sunday after Easter be celebrated as the 
Feast of Mercy (cf. Diary, 49). In 2000, 
this request was confirmed for the whole 
Church by Pope John Paul II. The feast is 
directly linked to Easter – it proclaims the 
forgiveness and peace of the Risen Christ.

 In preparation for Divine Mercy 

Sunday, the faithful pray a novena, and 
on the day of the feast they are invited 
to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion and the Eucharist. Jesus promised 
special graces: “On that day the very 
depths of My tender mercy are open” 
(Diary, 699).

 Thus, this feast is an invitation to 
return – not only in theory, but through 
a concrete conversion: to trust in God’s 
mercy and to receive it. 

The words of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, entrusted by Jesus Him-
self to Sister Faustina, are simple, 

yet their meaning is profound. 
On 13 September 1935 in Vilnius, Sis-

ter Faustina saw in a vision an angel, the 
Executor of God’s wrath, and began to 
pray: “Eternal Father, I offer You the Body 
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your dear-
ly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in 
atonement for our sins and those of the 
whole world” (Diary, 475). These words 
became the foundation of the Chaplet. 
The following day, Jesus dictated the en-
tire prayer and encouraged her to recite 
it unceasingly (cf. Diary, 687).

 This prayer is addressed to the Fa-
ther through Jesus Christ. In the words 
“I offer you”, the believer is united with 
Christ’s sacrifice and participates in His 
work of redemption. It is a prayer not 
only for oneself, but for the whole world.

 Jesus promises abundant graces 
to those who recite this Chaplet 

(cf.  Diary, 847), and assures that 
through it one may obtain everything 
that is compatible with God’s will (cf. 
Diary, 1731). The Chaplet helps to bring 
about conversion and offers support at 
the hour of death.

 The words “For the sake of His sor-
rowful Passion, have mercy on us and 
on the whole world” point us to Christ’s 
sacrifice. Trust is placed not in human 
merit, but in the Passion and love of Je-
sus.

 The concluding prayer, “Holy God, 
Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One…”, 
is a profession of God’s greatness and 
an acknowledgement of our depend-
ence on Him. 

A special place is given to the prayer: 
“O Blood and Water, which gushed forth 
from the Heart of Jesus as a fount of 
mercy for us, I trust in You!” It recalls the 
streams flowing from Christ’s pierced 
Heart, from which the Church and the 
sacramental life are born.

THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
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Here, on the Hill of the Saviour,  
the Sixth World Apostolic Con-
gress on Mercy takes place. Why 

here – at a place that no longer resem-
bles paradise at all?

Many are familiar with the story of 
the origin of the image of the Merciful Jesus. 
Jesus Himself asked Saint Faustina to 
have His image painted. Her confessor, 
Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko, entrusted 
this task to the artist Eugeniusz 
Kazimirowski, who lived nearby. Yet 
few know that it was precisely here, 
on the Hill of the Saviour, in the former 
monastery buildings where the artist’s 
studio was located, that the famous 
image of the Merciful Jesus was created 
in 1934.

The Hill of the Saviour was chosen 
for the Congress not only because of its 
connection with Fr. Michał Sopoćko and 
the painting of the image of the Merci-
ful Jesus. Today, it is home to the Sis-

ters of Merciful Jesus, who care for the 
seriously ill and the dying. In this way, 
they continue a centuries-old mission of 
works of mercy carried out by different 
religious communities.

A HILL OF WORKS OF MERCY
The Hill of the Saviour is one of the most 
important and sacred places in Vilnius, 
closely linked to the city’s religious, 
cultural, and social development. 
A significant complex of monastic 
communities took shape here: the first 
to settle were the Missionary Fathers of  
St. Vincent de Paul. Soon they were 
joined by the Daughters of Charity, who 
devoted themselves to the care of the 
sick.

Later, the Visitandine Sisters –  
the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary – 
also arrived and established them-
selves nearby. Inspired by the visions of  
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, they 

THE VENUE 
OF THE CONGRESS – 

THE HILL OF THE 
SAVIOUR

Once this place was like a Garden of Eden;  
today it stands as a witness to mercy.
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built here the impressive Church of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus.

These buildings not only shaped the 
architectural face of the city, but also 
bore witness to a living tradition of mer-
cy and service. The religious commu-
nities founded hospitals, shelters, and 
schools, and cared for the most vulner-
able members of society.

THE WOUND OF THE  
HILL OF THE SAVIOUR
Yet works of mercy, like the peaceful 
life of the city, were interrupted by re-
pression. During the period of Tsarist 
Russia, the church was turned into an 
Orthodox church, and during the Soviet 

occupation the monastery and church 
buildings were converted into a prison, 
while the Missionary monastery be-
came a hospital. Today, the church and 
monastery no longer house either a 
hospital or a prison. However, the pris-
on still operates nearby – just beyond 
the wall.

The World Apostolic Congress on 
Mercy has become a decisive impulse 
to restore this place, so that it may once 
again become a visible face of the city 
and proclaim the message of mercy to 
the world. Here we gather at the World 
Apostolic Congress on Mercy to receive 
a mission – to become apostles of mercy 
in our daily lives.
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The pilgrim’s destination is a place 
of particular graces, yet the deep-
er meaning of pilgrimage lies in 

the journey itself. The communities en-
countered along the way, their daily life, 
their practice of faith and conversations 
about it, the specific places, nature, ar-
chitecture, art, and traditions all help to 
form a broader vision of life and faith. 
Above all, they lead to a unique encoun-
ter with God and with oneself. Pilgrim-
age is not merely a journey to a sacred 
place – it is a metaphor for the whole of 
human life, understood as a continual 
journey towards the Promised Land pre-
pared by God.

 Pilgrims from all over the world are 
invited to set out along the Way of Mercy 
in Vilnius and its surroundings. It is the 
path once walked by Saint Faustina and 
Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko. Through 
these apostles of mercy, God remind-
ed humanity of His mercy and showed 
the way to receive it. Vilnius became 
the City of Mercy, from which this mes-

sage spread throughout the world. The 
city has also been visited as pilgrims by 
Pope John Paul II and Pope Francis.

The most significant places of grace 
along the Way of Mercy include the 
Chapel of the Mother of Mercy at the 
Gate of Dawn, the Divine Mercy Shrine, 
the House of Saint Faustina, and many 
others. Pilgrimage through the streets of 
Vilnius offers an opportunity to reflect 
on Divine Mercy and on one’s own life, 
to entrust it anew to God’s grace, and 
to ask with courage: Why am I walking 
this path? Into which areas of my life do 
I invite God? Where is His mercy most 
needed – for me and for others? What do 
I hope for? What do I wish to change? In 
August 2002, Pope John Paul II said that 
“even though time and the entire world 
may be considered His ‘temple’, God 
has chosen certain times and places to 
enable people to experience in a special 
way His presence and His grace.” We 
warmly invite you to discover your own 
pilgrimage story in Vilnius.

PILGRIMAGE
Pilgrimage is a journey of trust in  
God and in the people we meet
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Many of us know the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet by heart. This 
is a beautiful thing, yet it  

carries a risk: when prayer becomes 
automatic, the lips recite the words 
while the heart remains distant. How 
can we avoid mechanical repetition and 
turn this prayer into a living encounter?

1. Pause at “His sorrowful Passion”
The heart of the Chaplet is the phrase: 
“For the sake of His sorrowful Passion.” 
Instead of rushing to the next bead, say 
these words attentively. Rather than ab-
stract suffering, imagine a concrete ex-
pression of Jesus’ love: His weariness 
on the way, His thirst, His abandonment. 
Prayer becomes alive when we realise 
that this suffering took place for me.

2. Offer yourself together with Jesus
When you say, “Eternal Father, I offer You 
the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Your dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Je-
sus Christ…”, remember that you are also 
called to offer yourself. Offer the fatigue 
of your day. Surrender your failures and 
your anxieties. Place your lack of pa-
tience into the wounds of Jesus. Then 
the Chaplet ceases to be merely a text – 
it becomes your personal offering, united 
with Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross.

3. Turn towards “the whole world”
Jesus asked us to pray not only for 
ourselves, but for “the whole world”. 
To avoid mechanical prayer, give that 

“world” real faces. Offer one decade 
for a specific person who has hurt you. 
Another for those suffering from war or 
hunger. Another for the dying who have 
no one to pray for them. Concreteness 
dispels distraction and awakens true 
compassion – mercy in action.

4. The power hidden in silence
Between the decades, allow a brief pause 
of a few seconds. Let the words “have 
mercy” resonate within you. Saint Fausti-
na taught that God speaks in silence. Me-
chanical prayer fears silence, while prayer 
born of love is nourished by it.

5. What matters most is trust, not 
numbers
Remember that God does not need you 
to just get through the beads – He desires 
your sincere trust. If, through all five dec-
ades, you manage to say even once, with 
genuine love, “Jesus, I trust in You”, then 
the prayer has fulfilled its purpose.

Remember! When you pick up the rosa-
ry today, do not rush. The Chaplet is not 
a magical formula – it is a living conver-
sation. When your lips say, “have mercy 
on us and on the whole world”, imagine 
that you do not stand alone, but togeth-
er with the whole Church, embracing 
every suffering soul. Let this prayer be-
come the breath of your heart: breathe 
in God’s love for you, and breathe out 
trust in Him and mercy towards your 
neighbour.

HOW TO PRAY THE DIVINE MERCY 
CHAPLET FROM THE HEART
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Within the rhythm of each day, 
there is a moment that seems 
to suspend time and transform 

the course of the world’s history. It is  
3.00 p.m. – the hour when Jesus gave His 
life for us, revealing the greatest mercy. 
For participants in the World Congress on 
Mercy, it is a time of special graces, a kind 
of audience with the King of Mercy.

Why 3.00 p.m.?
The answer is simple: love longs for close-
ness, especially in suffering. By praying at 
three o’clock in the afternoon, we place 
ourselves at the foot of the Cross to remain 
with Jesus in the moment of His deepest 
abandonment and agony. The Saviour 
Himself asked Saint Faustina: “As often 
as you hear the clock strike the third hour, 
immerse yourself completely in My mercy, 
adoring and glorifying it; invoke its omnip-
otence for the whole world, and particular-
ly for poor sinners” (Diary, 1572).

A brief moment, a great grace
We often ask: must I pray for a whole hour? 
No. Prayer at the Hour of Mercy is prayer 
at the very moment of Jesus’ agony. It 
is enough to recollect yourself wherever 
you are – at work, on the road, or at home. 
Jesus asked that we immerse ourselves 
in His suffering, “if only for a very brief in-
stant” (Diary, 1572). If you cannot pray the 
Way of the Cross at that time, step into a 
chapel or enter into prayer wherever you 
are. Imagine yourself standing on Golgo-
tha. Your gaze meets His. What do you 
most wish to say to Him?

Is the Divine Mercy Chaplet the only way?
This is a common question. It is important 
to know that in the revelations, Jesus did 
not prescribe the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
as the only form of prayer at this hour. 
Although it may certainly be prayed, the 
essence of the Hour of Mercy is medita-
tion on the Lord’s Passion and His aban-
donment in agony. You may combine both 
forms: first briefly honour Jesus’ agony, 
and then pray the Chaplet.

A promise you can trust
Jesus attached an extraordinary promise to 
this hour: “In this hour, I will refuse nothing 
to the soul that makes a request of Me in 
virtue of My Passion” (Diary, 1320). There 
are two essential conditions: the request 
must be compliant with God’s will, and the 
prayer must be filled with trust, persever-
ing, and united with works of mercy.

Testimonies of divine power
Contemporary devotees of the Merciful 
Lord share accounts on social media of re-
markable events taking place precisely at  
3.00 p.m.: from sudden healings to unex-
pected deliverance from accidents, or un-
expected reversals in employers’ decisions. 
What unites these stories is complete trust. 
In moments of helplessness, these people 
entrusted their needs to God precisely at the 
time when He promised to be most generous.

Draw inspiration
Let 3.00 p.m. become your daily pause. 
You do not need special books or long 
prayers. It is enough to stop and, in the si-
lence of your heart, say with trust: “Jesus,  
I trust in You.” This is the hour when heav-
en opens its treasury especially for you.
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The Chaplet of Divine Mercy

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy may be prayed using the beads of the rosary that we 
are accustomed to using.
At the beginning, we pray Our Father, Hail Mary, and the Apostles’ Creed. Then, on the larger 
beads, we pray:
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, soul and divinity of your dearly be-
loved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole 
world.
On the smaller beads, we say:
For the sake of his sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.
After finishing the chaplet, we pray:
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the 
whole world. (Repeat three times)
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of 
Mercy for us, I trust in you!

The Hour of Mercy

At each thematic meeting place, the Hour of Mercy begins at 3:00 PM. Everything follows the 
same structure: the Sign of the Cross, an introductory text designated for each day, a short 
prayer, the Chaplet, and the Sign of the Cross.

JUNE 8  MONDAY | MEMORY
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.	 John 19:28–30, 33–37

After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the scripture 
might be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” There was a vessel filled with common wine. 
So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. 
When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he 
handed over the spirit.

But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood 
and water flowed out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he 
knows that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may believe. For this happened 
so that the scripture passage might be fulfilled:

“Not a bone of it will be broken.” And again another passage says: “They will look 
upon him whom they have pierced. 

Prayer. Merciful Jesus, to Your final breath You faithfully fulfilled the words 
of Scripture, becoming our peace and our hope. May the living memory of Your 
pierced side, which became for us the gateway to eternal life and to the Father’s 
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mercy, never fade from our souls. You live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

JUNE 9  TUESDAY | WORD
From the encyclical Dives in Misericordia by Saint John Paul II.

What else, then, does the cross of Christ say to us, the cross that in a sense is 
the final word of His messianic message and mission? And yet this is not yet the 
word of the God of the covenant: that will be pronounced at the dawn when first 
the women and then the Apostles come to the tomb of the crucified Christ, see the 
tomb empty and for the first time hear the message: "He is risen." They will repeat 
this message to the others and will be witnesses to the risen Christ. Yet, even in this 
glorification of the Son of God, the cross remains, that cross which-through all the 
messianic testimony of the Man the Son, who suffered death upon it - speaks and 
never ceases to speak of God the Father, who is absolutely faithful to His eternal 
love for man, since He "so loved the world" – therefore man in the world – that "he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life." Believing in the crucified Son means "seeing the Father," means believing that 
love is present in the world and that this love is more powerful than any kind of evil in 
which individuals, humanity, or the world are involved. Believing in this love means 
believing in mercy. For mercy is an indispensable dimension of love; it is as it were 
love's second name and, at the same time, the specific manner in which love is re-
vealed and effected vis-a-vis the reality of the evil that is in the world, affecting and 
besieging man, insinuating itself even into his heart and capable of causing him to 
"perish in Gehenna." (John Paul II, “Dives in Misericordia”, 7)

Prayer. Merciful Jesus, incarnate Word of the Father’s love, upon the Cross You 
conquered evil and bestowed hope upon us. Help us to believe that Your mercy is 
stronger than every darkness, and grant that we may become witnesses of Your 
Resurrection in our daily lives. You live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

JUNE 10 WEDNESDAY �|  PRAYER
From Saint Sister Faustina’s Diary, 1572.

I remind you, My daughter, that as often as you hear the clock strike the third 
hour, immerse yourself completely in My mercy, adoring and glorifying it; invoke its 
omnipotence for the whole world, and particularly for poor sinners; for at that mo-
ment mercy was opened wide for every soul. In this hour you can obtain everything 
for yourself and for others for the asking; it was the hour of grace for the whole 
world – mercy triumphed over justice.

My daughter, try your best to make the Stations of the Cross in this hour, pro-
vided that your duties permit it; and if you are not able to make the Stations of the 
Cross, then at least step into the chapel for a moment and adore, in the Blessed 
Sacrament, My Heart, which is full of mercy; and should you be unable to step into 
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the chapel, immerse yourself in prayer there where you happen to be, if only for a 
very brief instant. I claim veneration for My mercy from every creature, but above 
all from you, since it is to you that I have given the most profound understanding of 
this mystery.  

Prayer. Merciful Jesus, You desire that every creature should praise Your 
boundless love, opened wide to every soul upon the Cross. May our sincere prayer 
at this holy hour unite us with Your Heart and bring the grace of Your mercy to all 
humanity. You live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

JUNE 11 THURSDAY | ACTION
From Pope Francis’ Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.

The Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, the beating heart 
of the Gospel, which in its own way must penetrate the heart and mind of every 
person. The Spouse of Christ must pattern her behaviour after the Son of God 
who went out to everyone without exception. In the present day, as the Church is 
charged with the task of the new evangelization, the theme of mercy needs to be 
proposed again and again with new enthusiasm and renewed pastoral action. It 
is absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of her message that 
she herself live and testify to mercy. Her language and her gestures must transmit 
mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people and inspire them once more to find 
the road that leads to the Father.

The Church’s first truth is the love of Christ. The Church makes herself a 
servant of this love and mediates it to all people: a love that forgives and expres-
ses itself in the gift of oneself. Consequently, wherever the Church is present, the 
mercy of the Father must be evident. In our parishes, communities, associations 
and movements, in a word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an 
oasis of mercy. (Misericordiae vultus, 12)

Prayer. Merciful Jesus, help Your Church to live with renewed fervour and to 
act as You acted, coming to all without exception. May our Christian witness and 
merciful deeds become convincing signs that penetrate human hearts and lead 
them along the path of forgiveness and self-giving. You live and reign for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Litany to the Divine Mercy
Kyrie, eleison! Christe, eleison! Kyrie, eleison!
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
Christ, graciously hear us.
God, the Father of heaven, have mercy on us.
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God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God, the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.
Divine Mercy, gushing forth from the bosom of the Father, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, greatest attribute of God, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, incomprehensible mystery, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, fountain gushing forth from the mystery of the Most Blessed Trinity,
I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, unfathomed by any intellect, human or angelic, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, from which wells forth all life and happiness, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, better than the heavens, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, source of miracles and wonders, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, encompassing the whole universe, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, descending to earth in the Person of the Incarnate Word, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, which flowed out from the open wound of the Heart of Jesus, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, enclosed in the Heart of Jesus for us, and especially for sinners, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, unfathomed in the institution of the Sacred Host, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in the founding of the Holy Church, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in our justification through Jesus Christ, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, accompanying us through our whole life, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, embracing us especially at the hour of death, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, endowing us with immortal life, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, accompanying us every moment of our life, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, shielding us from the fire of hell, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in the conversion of hardened sinners, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, astonishment for Angels, incomprehensible to Saints, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, unfathomed in all the mysteries of God, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, lifting us out of every misery, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, source of our happiness and joy, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in calling us forth from nothingness to existence, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, embracing all the works of His hands, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, crown of all God's handiwork, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, in which we are all immersed, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, sweet relief for anguished hearts, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, only hope of despairing souls, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, repose of hearts, peace amidst fear, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, delight and ecstasy of holy souls, I trust in You.
Divine Mercy, inspiring hope against all hope, I trust in You.



Lamb of God, who revealed the greatest mercy in redeeming the world by dying on 
the cross, spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who mercifully offers Yourself for our sake in every holy Mass,  
graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who takes away our sins with inexhaustible compassion,  
have mercy on us.

Let us pray: Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion 
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult 
moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence 
submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself.

Litany of Our Lady of Mercy
 
Kyrie, eleison! Christe, eleison! Kyrie, eleison! Lord, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.
 Christ, hear us.
 Christ, graciously hear us.
God the Father, rich in mercy,
 have mercy on us.
God the Son, revealing the Father’s mercy,
 have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, Source of Love and Mercy,
 have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, who in Your Providence care for all creation,
 have mercy on us.
 
Mother of Wondrous Love, pray for us.
Mother of Mercy, pray for us.
Mother of Compassion and Grace, pray for us.
Mother of Self-Giving and Kindness, pray for us.
Mother of Consecration and Service, pray for us.
You who intercede before the Almighty, pray for us.
Bearer of God’s Mercy, pray for us.
Defender of sinners and offenders, pray for us.
Help of the hungry and the thirsty, pray for us.
Refuge of the homeless and the wandering, pray for us.
Protector of the poor and the oppressed, pray for us.
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Defender of widows and orphans, pray for us.
Guide of the lost and the wandering astray, pray for us.
Intercessor for the wronged and the enslaved, pray for us.
Hope of prisoners and the abandoned, pray for us.
Comfort of the doubtful and the despairing, pray for us.
Support of the suffering and the dying, pray for us.
 
Beloved Daughter of the Eternal Father, hear our prayer.
Mother of the Only-Begotten Son of God, hear our prayer.
Bride of the Holy Spirit,  hear our prayer.
Through the unique gift of God’s mercy in the privilege of your Immaculate 
Conception,  obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through the revelation of the Incarnation of the Son of God and your acceptance 
of the mission to share in God’s plan of salvation, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through your visitation to Saint Elizabeth and your Magnificat proclaiming the 
Creator’s mercy from generation to generation, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through the birth of Jesus Christ in poverty and cold, so that we might be richly 
blessed by Him, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through the offering of your Son in the Temple as atonement for the sins of the 
world, and your acceptance of the sword that pierced your soul, obtain for us God’s 
mercy.
Through your pondering in your heart the finding of the Lord Jesus in the Temple 
and His words that He must be about His Father’s business, obtain for us God’s 
mercy.
Through your concern at Cana in Galilee and the miraculous help of the Saviour 
obtained for those in need, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through your patient waiting to meet the preaching Christ and your humble 
dedication of your life to God’s plan of salvation, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through your cooperation in the redeeming work of the Cross and your 
acceptance of your Son’s will to become the Mother of the Church and of all 
humanity, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through your persevering prayer with the Apostles in the Upper Room, imploring 
for humanity the gifts of the Holy Spirit, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Through the mystery of your Assumption into Heaven, by which you continually 
obtain for us every grace from God, obtain for us God’s mercy.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Pray for us, O Mother of Mercy, that God may be merciful to us.



Let us pray.
Most Holy Trinity, one God, You who are Merciful Love itself, through the 
intercession of the Mother of Mercy we humbly beseech You: forgive us our sins, 
heal our weaknesses, break the chains of our bondage, strengthen us in times of 
trial, and help us in every affliction and distress. Teach us to walk in the way of 
Your commandments and Beatitudes and to perform works of mercy, so that, being 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world, we may attain perfect union with You 
in heaven. You live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

Act of entrustment of the World to Divine Mercy

God, merciful Father,
in your Son, Jesus Christ, you have revealed your love
and poured it out upon us in the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
We entrust to you today the destiny of the world and of every man and woman.

Bend down to us sinners,
heal our weakness,
conquer all evil,
and grant that all the peoples of the earth
may experience your mercy.
In You, the Triune God,
may they ever find the source of hope.

Eternal Father,
by the Passion and Resurrection of your Son,
have mercy on us and upon the whole world!

Amen.

John Paul II
Kraków-Łagiewniki, 17 August 2002 
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Prayer of St. Faustina
(Diary, 163)

+

O Most Holy Trinity! As many times as I breathe, as many times as my heart 
beats, as many times as my blood pulsates through my body, so many thousand 

times do I want to glorify Your mercy.
+

I want to be completely transformed into Your mercy and to be Your living re-
flection, O Lord. May the greatest of all divine attributes, that of Your unfathomable 

mercy, pass through my heart and soul to my neighbor.

Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be merciful, so that I may never suspect or 
judge from appearances, but look for what is beautiful in my neighbors' souls and 

come to their rescue.

Help me, that my ears may be merciful, so that I may give heed to my neigh-
bors' needs and not be indifferent to their pains and moanings. Help me, O Lord, 
that my tongue may be merciful, so that I should never speak negatively of my 

neighbor, but have a word of comfort and forgiveness for all.

Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good deeds, so 
that I may do only good to my neighbors and take upon myself the more difficult 

and toilsome tasks.

Help me, that my feet may be merciful, so that I may hurry to assist my neigh-
bor, overcoming my own fatigue and weariness. My true rest is in the service of my 

neighbor.

Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be merciful so that I myself may feel all 
the sufferings of my neighbor. I will refuse my heart to no one. I will be sincere 

even with those who, I know, will abuse my kindness. And I will lock myself up in 
the most merciful Heart of Jesus. I will bear my own suffering in silence. May Your 

mercy, O Lord, rest upon me.
+

You yourself command me to exercise the three degrees of mercy. The first: 
the act of mercy, of whatever kind. The second: the word of mercy – if I cannot 

carry out a work of mercy, I will assist by my words. The third: prayer – if I cannot 
show mercy by deeds or words, I can always do so by prayer. My prayer reaches 

out even there where I cannot reach out physically.

O my Jesus, transform me into Yourself, for you can do all things.
Amen.



A Prayer of Trust by Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko

Holy Spirit, give me the grace of unwavering trust when  
I think of Our Lord’s merits, and of fearful trust when  

I think of my own weakness. 

+
When poverty comes knocking at my door:  

Jesus, I Trust in You.
When sickness lays me low, or injury cripples me:  

Jesus, I Trust in You.
When the world pushes me aside, and pursues me with its hatred:  

Jesus I trust in You.
When I am besmirched by calumny, and pierced through by bitterness:  

Jesus, I trust in You.
When my friends abandon me, and wound me by word and deed:  

Jesus, I trust in You.

+
Spirit of love and Mercy, be to me a refuge, a sweet consolation, a blessed hope, 

that in all the most trying circumstances of my life  
I may never cease to trust in You.
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THE ORDER OF MASS
Introductory Rites
When the procession arrives, the altar is honoured with a kiss and with incense. In the liturgy, 
incense represents our prayer, as well as our adoration and thanksgiving to God. A psalm 
proclaims: “May my prayer be set before you like incense.” As the smoke of the incense rises, 
it unites earth with heaven, humanity with God; its pleasing fragrance, like our good works, 
gladdens the heart – God’s and our own.

Beginning
The Eucharist begins with the Sign of the Cross. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, we are gathered together. In this way, we also profess our faith in God – Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. In this name we were baptised; this name we invoke; in this name we take 
pride.

Bishop says: In the name 
of the Father, + and of 
the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.
The people reply: Amen.

In nómine Patris + et 
Fílii et Spíritus Sancti.

Amen.

Greeting

Bishop greets the people:
Peace be with you. 
The people reply: And 
with your spirit.

Pax vobis.
Et cum spíritu tuo.
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I confess to almighty 
God and to you, my 
brothers and sisters, that 
I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I 
have done and in what 
I have failed to do, (And, 
striking their breast, they 
say) through my fault, 
through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed 
Mary ever-Virgin, all the 
Angels and Saints, and 
you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.
(The absolution by the 
Bishop follows): May 
almighty God have mercy 
on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlas-
ting life.
Amen.

Confíteor Deo 
omnipoténti et vos, 
fratres, quia peccávi 
nimis cogitatióne, verbo, 
ópere et omissióne: 
mea culpa, mea culpa, 
mea máxima culpa. 
Ideo precor beátam 
Maríam semper 
Vírginem, omnes 
Angelos et Sanctos, et 
vos, fratres, oráre pro 
me ad Dóminum Deum 
nostrum.

Misereàtur nostri om-
nìpotens Deus et, dimìs-
sis peccàtis nostris,
perdùcat nos ad vitam 
ætèrnam. 
Amen.

Kyrie
More than a plea for mercy, this is an acclamation addressed to Christ, whom we call in Greek 
Kyrios – our Lord, the Lord of our lives. The celebrant and the whole assembly sing or recite the 
invocations in Greek.

V. Kyrie, eleison. R. Kyrie, eleison.
V. Christe, eleison. R. Christe, eleison.
V. Kyrie, eleison. R. Kyrie, eleison.
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Gloria
On Sundays (except during Advent and Lent), and on solemnities and feasts, the Gloria is sung 
or recited – a hymn of praise to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Its opening words 
are those spoken by the angels to the shepherds of Bethlehem, proclaiming glory to God and 
peace to those loved by God.

Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 
peace to people of good 
will. We praise you, we 
bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give 
you thanks for your great 
glory, Lord God, heavenly 
King, O God, almighty 
Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you 
take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are 
the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father.
Amen.

Glória in excélsis Deo 
Et in terra pax homínibus 
bonæ voluntátis. Laudá-
mus te. Benedícimus te. 
Adorámus te. Glorificá-
mus te. Grátias ágimus 
tibi propter magnam 
glóriam tuam. Dómine 
Deus, Rex cœléstis, Deus 
Pater omnípotens! 
Dómine, Fili unigénite 
Iesu Christe. Dómine 
Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius 
Patris! Qui tollis peccáta 
mundi, miserére nobis! 
Qui tollis peccáta mundi, 
súscipe deprecatiónem 
nostram! Qui sedes ad 
déxteram Patris, miserére 
nobis! 

Quóniam tu solus Sanc-
tus. Tu solus Dóminus. 
Tu solus Altíssimus, Iesu 
Christe. Cum sancto  Spi-
ritu in glória Dei Patris. 
Amen.

Collect
The Introductory Rites conclude with the Collect, or Opening Prayer. The celebrant invites the 
assembly to pray. All recollect themselves in silent prayer for a moment. The celebrant then 
sings or recites the prayer. During the Eucharist, he often prays with arms extended. In the 
frescoes of the catacombs, a characteristic posture of the Church appears: that of a woman in 
prayer, with arms uplifted. As Christ stretched out His arms on the Cross, so the Church, through 
Him, with Him, and in Him, offers herself for all people and intercedes on their behalf. We make 
this prayer our own by responding: Amen. 
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L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  W o r d

We sit at the table of the Word of God, with which He desires to nourish His people.

Readings
A reader proclaims a passage from Sacred Scripture from the ambo, announcing at the begin-
ning from which book the reading is taken.

At the end, they say: The Word of the Lord. All respond: Thanks be to God.
The Responsorial Psalm follows; all repeat the response.

On Sundays and feast days, a second reading is also proclaimed. At its conclusion, again: 
The Word of the Lord. All respond: Thanks be to God.

Gospel
We stand and prepare to hear the Gospel. The Alleluia that we sing (a Hebrew acclamation me-
aning “Praise the Lord”) greets the risen Christ, the Word of God made flesh, who proclaims to 
us the Good News (the Gospel).

The deacon or priest greets the assembly: The Lord be with you. All: And with your spirit. 
The deacon says: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew/Mark/Luke/John. All: 
Glory to you, O Lord.

At this moment, we trace small signs of the cross with the thumb on our forehead, lips, and 
chest, expressing that we receive the Word of God with our minds, proclaim it with our lips, and 
live it in our hearts. At the end of the proclamation, the deacon says: The Gospel of the Lord. All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Alleluia may be sung again, and the bishop may bless the assembly with the Book of 
the Gospels.

Homily
We sit. The celebrant delivers the homily. In Greek, this word means a “heart-to-heart conversa-
tion” on the Word of God we have just heard and its meaning for our lives. After the homily, we 
remain for a moment in silent reflection and prayer.

Profession of Faith
After the homily, on Sundays and solemnities, all stand and recite or sing the Profession of Faith. 
The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (Symbolum Nicaenum Constantinopolitanum) is the fruit 
of the first two Ecumenical Councils of the Church (325 and 381 AD). To this day, it is shared by 
all the great Churches of East and West. 

L I T U R G Y 51



I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and 
invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten Son 
of God, born of the Father 
before all ages. God from God, 
Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not 
made, consubstantial with the 
Father; through him all things 
were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down 
from heaven and by the Holy 
Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate, he 
suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the 
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.

Credo in unum Deum,  
Patrem omnipotentem,  
factorem caeli et terrae, visi-
bilium omnium et invisibilium. 
Et in unum Dominum Iesum 
Christum, Filium Dei unige-
nitum, et ex Patre natum, 
ante omnia saecula, Deum 
de Deo, Lumen de Lumi-
ne, Deum verum de Deo 
vero, genitum, non factum, 
consubstantialem Patri: per 
quem omnia facta sunt. 
Qui propter nos homines 
et propter nostram salutem 
descendit de caelis. 
Et incarnatus est de Spiritu 
Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et 
homo factus est. Crucifixus 
etiam pro nobis sub Pontio 
Pilato; passus et sepultus 
est, et resurrexit tertia die, 
secundem Scripturas, et 
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad 
dexteram Patris. Et iterum 
venturus est cum gloria, 
iudicare vivos et mortuos, 
cuius regni non erit finis.
Et in Spiritum Sanctum, 
Dominum et vivificantem: qui 
ex Patre Filioque procedit. 
Qui cum Patre et Filio simul 
adoratur et conglorificatur: 
qui locutus est per prophe-
tas.
Et unam, sanctam, catho-
licam et apostolicam 
Ecclesiam. 
Confiteor unum baptisma in 
remissionem peccatorum. 
Et exspecto resurrectionem 
mortuorum, et vitam venturi 
saeculi. Amen.
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Universal Prayer
Having listened to the Word of God, we now turn to God in prayer, responding to the petitions 
proclaimed by the deacon or other ministers: for the needs of the Church, for the good and 
peace of the world, for those burdened by every kind of difficulty, and for the local community.  

L i t u r g y  o f  t h e  E u c h a r i s t

Offertory
We sit. Having listened to the Word of God, we prepare the altar as the table of the Lord’s Supper. 
In procession, the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist are brought forward, together with 
other offerings for various needs; collections are also taken for the needs of the Church and for 
the poor. The celebrant receives the offerings. Meanwhile, a hymn is sung. The gifts placed on 
the altar, the altar itself, the celebrant and the priests, and the whole assembly of the faithful 
may be incensed. For we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people set apart, 
whom God has made His own through the Blood of His Son.

The celebrant addresses the assembly:

Pray, brothers and 
sisters, that my sacrifice 
and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the 
almighty Father.
The people reply: May the 
Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands for the prai-
se and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good 
of all his holy Church.

Oráte, fratres, ut meum 
ac vestrum sacrifícium 
acceptábile fiat apud 
Deum Patrem omnipo-
téntem. 
Suscípiat Dóminus sacri-
fícium de mánibus tuis ad 
laudem et glóriam nóminis 
sui, ad utilitátem quoque 
nostram totiúsque Eccle-
siæ suæ sanctæ.

The celebrant says the Prayer over the Offerings, in which we ask that we ourselves may 
become a living offering to God. All respond: Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer
The centre and summit of the Eucharist is the Eucharistic Prayer (the prayer of thanksgiving 
and consecration). It is the principal prayer, the prayer of praise and thanksgiving – the prayer 
of the Eucharist. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, we give glory to God the Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit. The prayer is rich in signs and symbols, and in words of profound 
meaning. This prayer unfolds in sacred silence.

Preface

V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
V. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
V. Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God.
R. It is right and just.

Dóminus vobíscum.
Et cum spíritu tuo.
Sursum corda!
Habémus ad Dóminum.
Grátias agámus Dómino  
Deo nostro.
Dignum et iustum est.
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The celebrant sings or says the Preface, that is, the hymn introducing the thanksgiving, in which 
the Church gives thanks to the Father, through Christ, in the Holy Spirit, for all His works: for 
creation, redemption, and sanctification. It concludes with the assembly singing the Holy, Holy, 
Holy, by which God is praised, as described in the Book of Revelation, where the hosts of angels 
proclaim His glory. The “Hosanna” is the acclamation with which the crowds of Jerusalem 
welcomed the Lord as He entered the city:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
God of hosts. Heaven 
and earth  are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the hi-
ghest. Blessed is he who  
comes in the name  
of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Sanctus, Sanctus, 
Sanctus Dóminus Deus 
Sábaoth! Pleni sunt cæli 
et terra glória tua.  
Hosánna in excélsis! 
Benedíctus qui venit in 
nómine Dómini!  
Hosánna in excélsis!

You are indeed holy, O Lord, and all you have 
created rightly gives you praise, for through 
your son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power 
and working of the Holy Spirit, you give life to 
all things and make them holy, and you never 
cease to gather a people to yourself, so that 
from the rising of the sun to its setting a pure 
sacrifice may be offered to your name.

Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same Spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for conse-
cration, that they may become the Body and 
Blood of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
at whose command we celebrate these 
mysteries.

For on the night he was betrayed
he himself took bread, and, giving you thanks, 
he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave 
it to his disciples, saying:

E u c h a r i s t i c                    P r a y e r  I I I
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The Eucharistic Prayer is the centre and summit of the celebration, a proclamation of praise and 
thanksgiving for God’s saving work. It includes: the epiclesis (the invocation of the Holy Spirit), 
the account of the Last Supper (the institution of the Eucharist), the anamnesis (memorial), the 
intercessions, and the doxology (the concluding praise). During this moment of the liturgy, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, the Body and Blood of Christ become truly present, and the faithful 
unite themselves with Christ in offering His Sacrifice to the Father.

Vere Sanctus es, Dómine,
et mérito te laudat omnis a te cóndita creatúra,
quia per Fílium tuum,

Dóminum nostrum Iesum Christum,
Spíritus Sancti operánte virtúte,
vivíficas et sanctíficas univérsa,
et pópulum tibi congregáre non désinis,
ut a solis ortu usque ad occásum
oblátio munda offerátur nómini tuo.

Súpplices ergo te, Dómine, deprecámur,
ut hæc múnera, quæ tibi sacránda detúlimus,
 eódem Spíritu sanctificáre dignéris,
ut Corpus et Sanguis fiant
Fílii tui Dómini nostri Iesu Christi, 
cuius mandáto hæc mystéria celebrámus.

Ipse enim in qua nocte tradebátur
accépit panem
et tibi grátias agens benedíxit,
fregit, dedítque discípulis suis, dicens:

E u c h a r i s t i c                    P r a y e r  I I I
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TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, 
FOR THIS IS MY BODY,
WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

In a similar way, when supper was ended,
he took the chalice, and, giving you thanks, he 
said the blessing, and gave the chalice to his 
disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM 
IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY  
BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND 
ETERNAL COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE  
POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY 
FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Then he says:
The mystery of faith.
and the people continue, acclaiming:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess 
your resurrection until you come again.

Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memo-
rial of the saving Passion of your son,
his wondrous resurrection
and ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming, 
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.

Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your 
Church and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim 
by whose death you willed to reconcile us to 
yourself, grant that we, who are nourished
by the Body and Blood of your Son
and filled with his Holy Spirit, may become 
one body, one spirit in Christ.
May he make of us an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your 
elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, 
her Spouse, with your blessed apostles and 
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ACCÍPITE ET MANDUCÁTE EX HOC OMNES:
HOC EST ENIM CORPUS MEUM,
QUOD PRO VOBIS TRADÉTUR.

Símili modo, postquam cenátum est,
accípiens cálicem,
et tibi grátias agens benedíxit,
dedítque discípulis suis, dicens:

ACCÍPITE ET BÍBITE EX EO OMNES:
HIC EST ENIM CALIX SÁNGUINIS MEI
NOVI ET ÆTÉRNI TESTAMÉNTI,
QUI PRO VOBIS ET PRO MULTIS EFFUNDÉTUR
IN REMISSIÓNEM PECCATÓRUM.
HOC FÁCITE IN MEAM COMMEMORATIÓNEM.

Deinde dicit:
Mystérium fídei.
Et populus prosequitur, acclamans:
Mortem tuam annuntiámus, Dómine,
et tuam resurrectiónem confitémur, donec vénias.

Mémores ígitur, Dómine,
eiúsdem Fílii tui salutíferæ passiónis
necnon mirábilis resurrectiónis
et ascensiónis in cælum,
sed et præstolántes álterum eius advéntum,
offérimus tibi, grátias referéntes,
hoc sacrifícium vivum et sanctum.

Réspice, quǽsumus, in oblatiónem Ecclésiæ tuæ
et, agnóscens Hóstiam,
cuius voluísti immolatióne placári,
concéde, ut qui Córpore et Sánguine Fílii tui refícimur,
Spíritu eius Sancto repléti,
unum corpus et unus spíritus inveniámur in Christo.
Ipse nos tibi perfíciat munus ætérnum,
ut cum eléctis tuis hereditátem cónsequi valeámus,
in primis cum beatíssima Vírgine, Dei Genetríce, María,
cum beato Ioseph, eius Sponso,
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glorious Martyrs and with all the saints, on 
whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.

May this sacrifice of our reconciliation, we 
pray, O Lord, advance the peace and salvation 
of all the world. Be pleased to confirm in faith 
and charity your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant Leo our Pope and  
Gintaras our Bishop, the Order of Bishops, 
all the clergy, and the entire people you have 
gained for your own.

Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, 
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, O merciful Father, gather 
to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness 
of your glory

through Christ our Lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all 
that is good.

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours,
for ever and ever.

Amen.
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cum beátis Apóstolis tuis et gloriósis Martýribus
(cum Sancto N.: Sancto diei vel patrono)
et ómnibus Sanctis,
quorum intercessióne
perpétuo apud te confídimus adiuvári.

Hæc Hóstia nostræ reconciliatiónis profíciat,
quaésumus, Dómine,
ad totíus mundi pacem atque salútem.
Ecclésiam tuam, peregrinántem in terra,
in fide et caritáte firmáre dignéris
cum fámulo tuo Papa nostro Leone et Epíscopo nostro Gintaras
cum episcopáli órdine et univérso clero
et omni pópulo acquisitiónis tuæ.

Votis huius famíliæ, quam tibi astáre voluísti,
adésto propítius.
Omnes fílios tuos ubíque dispérsos
tibi, clemens Pater, miserátus coniúnge.
Fratres nostros defúnctos
et omnes qui, tibi placéntes, ex hoc sǽculo transiérunt,
in regnum tuum benígnus admítte,
ubi fore sperámus,
ut simul glória tua perénniter satiémur,

per Christum Dóminum nostrum,
per quem mundo bona cuncta largíris. 

Per ipsum, et cum ipso, et in ipso,
est tibi Deo Patri omnipoténti,
in unitáte Spíritus Sancti,
omnis honor et glória
per ómnia sǽcula sæculórum.

Amen.
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Communion Rite
From the Latin communio: union, communion, a banquet of unity. By eating the same broken 
Bread and drinking from the same Chalice, we are united with God and with one another. Nou-
rished by the Body of Christ, we ourselves become the Body of Christ – that is, the Church.

The Lord’s Prayer
The Apostle Paul says that God has sent into our hearts the Spirit of His Son, in whom we cry: 
“Abba, Father!” Jesus taught us how to address God. Since God, in His Son, has made us His 
sons and daughters, we dare to say:

Bishop says: At the 
Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine 
teaching, we dare to say:
Together with the people, 
he continues: Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hal-
lowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass 
against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 

The Bishop says: Deliver 
us, Lord, we pray, from 
every evil, graciously 
grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your 
mercy, we may be always 
free from sin and safe 
from all distress, as we 
await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The people conclude the 
prayer, acclaiming: For 
the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.

Præcéptis salutáribus 
móniti, et divína institu-
tióne formáti, audémus 
dícere: 

Pater noster, qui es in 
cælis: sanctificétur nomen 
tuum; advéniat regnum 
tuum; fiat volúntas tua, 
sicut in cælo, et in terra.
Panem nostrum cotidiá-
num da nobis hódie; 
et dimítte nobis débi-
ta nostra, sicut et nos 
dimíttimus debitóribus 
nostris; et ne nos indúcas 
in tentatiónem; sed líbera 
nos a malo.

Líbera nos, quǽsumus, 
Dómine, ab ómnibus 
malis, da propítius pacem 
in diébus nostris, ut, 
ope misericórdiæ tuæ 
adiúti, et a peccáto simus 
semper líberi et ab omni 
perturbatióne secúri: 
exspectántes beátam 
spem et advéntum Salva-
tóris nostri Iesu Christi. 

Quia tuum est regnum, 
et potéstas, et glória in 
sǽcula! 
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Sign of Peace

Then the Bishop says: 
Lord Jesus Christ, who 
said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my 
peace I give you, look 
not on our sins, but on 
the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her 
peace and unity in accor-
dance with your will.
Who live and reign for 
ever and ever.
The people reply: Amen.
The Bishop adds:
The peace of the Lord be 
with you always.
The people reply:
And with your spirit.
The Deacon, adds: Let us 
offer each other the sign 
of peace.
And all offer one another the 
customary sign of peace: a 
handclasp or handshake, which 
is an expression of peace, 
communion, and charity.

Dómine Iesu Christe, qui 
dixísti Apóstolis tuis: Pacem 
relínquo vobis, pacem 
meam do vobis: ne respíci-
as peccáta nostra, sed fi-
dem Ecclésiæ tuæ; eámque 
secúndum voluntátem tuam 
pacificáre et coadunáre 
dignéris. Iungit manus. Qui 
vivis et regnas in sǽcula 
sæculórum.

Amen. 
Pax Dómini sit semper 
vobíscum. 

Et cum spíritu tuo. 

Offérte vobis pacem.

The Breaking of the Bread
After the Sign of Peace, the celebrant breaks the Bread for the Communion of all. During this 
rite, the following is sung:

Lamb of God, you take 
away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take 
away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take 
away the sins of the 
world, grant us peace.

Agnus Dei, qui tollis 
peccáta mundi: mi-
serére nobis! 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis 
peccáta mundi: mi-
serére nobis! 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis 
peccáta mundi: dona 
nobis pacem!
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Distribution of Holy Communion
At the beginning of the Eucharistic banquet, the celebrant, showing the consecrated Bread to 
all, says:
 

Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes 
away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those 
called to the supper of 
the Lamb.
And together with the pe-
ople he adds once:
Lord, I am not worthy that 
you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall 
be healed.

Ecce Agnus Dei, ecce qui 
tollit peccáta mundi. 
Beáti qui ad cenam Agni 
vocáti sunt! 

Dómine, non sum dignus, 
ut intres sub téctum 
meum, sed tantum dic 
verbo, et sanábitur ánima 
mea.

A Communion procession is formed. Those who do not receive Holy Communion, as well 
as those who have already received, remain seated. The moment of Holy Communion is the 
hour of our fraternal communion, of our particular unity, in which each person retains their 
own uniqueness. In this way, the Church is built up. The Church is nourished by the Bread just 
broken; the Chalice of the Blood of Christ may also be distributed. Thus we respond to the Lord’s 
invitation: “Take this, all of you, and eat of it, for this is my Body, which will be given up for you. 
Take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new 
and eternal covenant. Do this in memory of me.” Together with the Apostle Paul, we say: “For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 
We are not worthy of this banquet, yet God proclaims peace to His people, to His friends. 

Holy Communion is received according to the forms approved by the Apostolic See: directly 
on the tongue or in the hand. The minister of Holy Communion, showing the consecrated Host, 
says: The Body of Christ or Corpus Christi. The communicant, looking at the Host, responds: 
Amen.

After the distribution of Holy Communion, all recollect themselves in silent prayer of thanks-
giving, or a hymn of praise is sung.

Prayer after Communion
The celebrant chants or says the Prayer after Communion. All stand and, at the end of the prayer, 
respond: Amen.
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Concluding Rites
Brief announcements are made to the assembly. After them, the celebrant blesses the congre-
gation:

The Bishop says: The 
Lord be with you.
All reply: And with your 
spirit. 
The Bishop says: 
Blessed be the name of 
the Lord. 
All reply: Now and for ever.
The Bishop says: Our 
help is in the name of the 
Lord.
All reply: Who made 
heaven and earth.
Then the Bishop says:
May almighty God bless 
you
the Father ✠, and the Son 
✠, and the Holy Spirit ✠.
All: Amen.
Then the Deacon says:
Go forth, the Mass is 
ended.
All reply: Thanks be to 
God.

Dóminus vobiscum. 

Et cum spíritu tuo. 

Sit nomen Domini  
benedictum.
Ex hoc nunc et usque in 
sæculum.
Adiutorium nostrum in 
nomine Domini.

Qui fecit cælum et 
terram.

Benedicat vos omnipo-
tens Deus Pater, ✠  et Fi-
lius, ✠ et Spiritus ✠ Sanc-
tus.
Amen.

Ite, missa est. 

Deo gratias.
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7 JUNE, SUNDAY
The Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
He fed them with the finest wheat
and satisfied them with honey from the rock.

GLORIA  see p. 50 

COLLECT 
Let us pray.
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have left us a memorial of your Passion, 
grant us, we pray, so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood that 
we may always experience in ourselves the fruits of your redemption. Who live and 
reign with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading 	Deuteronomy 8:2–3, 14b–16a
He gave you a food unknown to you and your fathers.

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses said to the people:
“Remember how for forty years now the LORD, your God, has directed all your jour-
neying in the desert, so as to test you by affliction and find out whether or not it was 
your intention to keep his commandments. 

He therefore let you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a 
food unknown to you and your fathers, in order to show you that not by bread alone 
does one live, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of the LORD.

“Do not forget the LORD, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
that place of slavery; who guided you through the vast and terrible desert with its 
seraph serpents and scorpions, its parched and waterless ground; who brought for-
th water for you from the flinty rock and fed you in the desert with manna, a food 
unknown to your fathers.”
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 Responsorial Psalm 	Psalm 147:12–13, 14–15, 19–20 (R.12)

R.  Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.     
or: R. Alleluia. 

Glorify the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion.
For he has strengthened the bars of your gates;
he has blessed your children within you. R.

He has granted peace in your borders;
with the best of wheat he fills you.
He sends forth his command to the earth;
swiftly runs his word! R.

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob,
his statutes and his ordinances to Israel.
He has not done thus for any other nation;
his ordinances he has not made known to them. R.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:16–17
The bread is one, and we, though many, are one body.

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters:
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? 
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? Because the 
loaf of bread is one, we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of the one 
loaf.
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Sequence

Lo! the angel’s food is given
To the pilgrim who has striven;
see the children’s bread from heaven,
which on dogs may not be spent.

Truth the ancient types fulfilling,
Isaac bound, a victim willing,
Paschal lamb, its lifeblood spilling,
manna to the fathers sent.

Very bread, good shepherd, tend us,
Jesu, of your love befriend us,
You refresh us, you defend us,
Your eternal goodness send us
In the land of life to see.

You who all things can and know,
Who on earth such food bestow,
Grant us with your saints, though lowest,
Where the heav’nly feast you show,
Fellow heirs and guests to be. Amen. Alleluia. 

Gospel Acclamation 	 John 6:51

R. Alleluia. – I am the living bread 
 that came down from heaven, says the Lord;
 whoever eats this bread 
 will live forever. – R. Alleluia.

Gospel 	 John 6:51–58
My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Jesus said to the Jewish crowds:
“I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
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flesh to eat?” Jesus said to them,
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is 
true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just 
as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who 
feeds on me will have life because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. 
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 

CREDO see p. 52

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	

Grant your Church, O Lord, we pray, the gifts of unity and peace, whose signs are 
to be seen in mysteries in the offerings we here present.
Through Christ our Lord.

PREFACE  
(Preface I of Holy Eucharist. The Sacrifice and the Sacrament of Christ)
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For he is the true and eternal Priest,
who instituted the pattern of an everlasting sacrifice
and was the first to offer himself as the saving Victim,
commanding us to make this offering as his memorial.
As we eat his flesh that was sacrificed for us,
we are made strong,
and, as we drink his Blood that was poured out for us,
we are washed clean.
And so, with Angels and Archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim: Holy…
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Communion Antiphon   	 Jn 6:57
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him, says the 
Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
Grant, O Lord, we pray, 
that we may delight for all eternity in that share in your divine life, 
which is foreshadowed in the present age 
by our reception of your precious Body and Blood. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
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EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION

Today’s Eucharistic celebration concludes with a procession through the city towards the central 
venue of the World Apostolic Congress on Mercy: the square on the Hill of the Saviour. Through 
this procession, we give praise to our Lord, who remains present in the Eucharist: in the Bread 
and Wine, and in His Word. For this reason, the procession stops four times for the solemn 
proclamation of passages from the four Gospels, in which Christ reveals Himself as Teacher, 
Shepherd, Institutor of the Eucharist, and Source of our life.

After the monstrance has been placed upon the adorned altar and the Blessed Sacrament 
incensed, a passage from the Gospel is chanted. Then, after the Blessed Sacrament has again 
been incensed, the Archbishop imparts the blessing with it. The procession then continues while 
all sing Eucharistic hymns.

Stations of the Procession
First Station – Vilnius Cathedral
The cradle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, and the heart of the country’s first Catholic diocese, 
established when the ruler of Lithuania, Jogaila, brought Baptism to the nation in 1387. The cathedral 
may have been built on the site of an earlier pagan sanctuary, replacing it. Enriched by the gifts 
of rulers, it was constructed within the castle grounds and became the most important place of 
worship in the Lithuanian state, the burial place of sovereigns, and the guardian of war trophies. 
Because Lithuania lost its sovereignty several times (1795 and 1940), the Archdiocese of Vilnius, 
whose most visible face is the cathedral, is today the oldest continuously functioning institution in 
the country, linking the modern state with the Grand Duchy of Lithuania of the Gediminid dynasty. 
The cathedral’s greatest treasure is the relics of Casimir, the patron saint of Lithuania and a 
fifteenth-century prince. Thanks to these relics, Vilnius Cathedral is one of Lithuania’s oldest and 
most important pilgrimage sites.

Gospel	 Matthew 5:1-12a

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, 
his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven.

L I T U R G Y 69



Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of 
evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be 
great in heaven.”

Second Station – Church of St. John the Baptist and St. John the Apostle and Evangelist
Built at the time of Lithuania’s Baptism, this church originally served as the parish church for the 
whole city of Vilnius. Unlike the cathedral, intended primarily for the ruler and the bishop, the Church 
of St. John the Baptist and St. John the Apostle and Evangelist gathered and welcomed the citizens 
of Vilnius, including their confraternities and guilds. One of these confraternities bore the name of 
Mercy, and its members devoted themselves to works of fraternal charity. In 1571, the church was 
entrusted to the nearby Jesuit college-university of Vilnius and, while retaining its parish functions, 
also became a place of communal prayer for the academic world: pupils and teachers, students 
and professors. Over the centuries, the church has been visited – both for prayer and ministry – by 
many blesseds and saints. Among them were Andrew Bobola, Jesuit and martyr, who studied at the 
university in the seventeenth century; Raphael Kalinowski, the Discalced Carmelite priest, baptised 
here in 1835; Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis, Bishop of Vilnius at the beginning of the twentieth century; 
Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko, professor at the university before the Second World War; and the twen-
tieth-century martyrs Archbishop Mečislovas Reinys and Fr. Alfonsas Lipniūnas.

Gospel 	 Mark 8:1–9

✠  A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
In those days when there again was a great crowd without anything to eat, Jesus 
summoned the disciples and said, “My heart is moved with pity for the crowd, because 
they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them 
away hungry to their homes, they will collapse on the way, and some of them have 
come a great distance.” His disciples answered him, “Where can anyone get enough 
bread to satisfy them here in this deserted place?” Still he asked them, “How many 
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loaves do you have?” They replied, “Seven.” He ordered the crowd to sit down on the 
ground. Then, taking the seven loaves he gave thanks, broke them, and gave them 
to his disciples to distribute, and they distributed them to the crowd. They also had a 
few fish. He said the blessing over them and ordered them distributed also. They ate 
and were satisfied. They picked up the fragments left over–seven baskets. There were 
about four thousand people. He dismissed the crowd.

Third Station – Church of St. Casimir
The first church in the world dedicated to Casimir, patron saint of Lithuania, this church was begun 
by the Jesuits in 1604 and still belongs today to the Society of Jesus. Its structure was inspired by 
the Church of the Most Holy Name of Jesus (Il Gesù) in Rome, which houses the tomb of Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola. A magnificent sanctuary of great architectural value, built in the heart of the Old 
Town near the Town Hall Square (or market square), and dedicated to the patron saint of Lithuania, it 
inevitably attracted the attention of every occupying power throughout history. During the period of 
the Russian Empire in the nineteenth century, it was transformed into the Orthodox Cathedral of St. 
Nicholas. During the First World War, when Vilnius was occupied by the Germans, it was used by the 
army as a Lutheran church. After the Second World War, the Soviet authorities first converted it into 
a beverage warehouse and later into a Museum of Atheism. Today, however, it has once again come 
alive as a sacred place, having regained the princely crown of St. Casimir (once destroyed), which 
now again adorns the church dome.

Gospel 	 Luke 22:14–20

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
When the hour came, Jesus took his place at table with the apostles. He said to them, 
“I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall 
not eat it again until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, 
gave thanks, and said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; for I tell you that from 

L I T U R G Y 71



this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”
Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.” And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
will be shed for you.”

Fourth Station – Shrine of the Gate of Dawn
A humble shrine born from an equally humble image: a copy painted by a Flemish artist in the first half 
of the seventeenth century, placed on the inner side of the city gate and soon becoming renowned 
for the graces received there. Thanks to the work of the Discalced Carmelites, present at this site 
from 1626 to 1844, a chapel was gradually built around the painting, and the image became the most 
important and venerated not only in the city itself, but far beyond its borders. Today, pilgrims from 
Lithuania, Poland, and Belarus gather here; the shrine is visited and venerated by Christians of both 
East and West. The Madonna of the Gate of Dawn, whose eyes gaze with benevolence upon the Old 
Town of Vilnius spread beneath her feet, and whose feast as Mother of Mercy has been celebrated 
since the eighteenth century, appears as a true prophet – the first to speak so eloquently in Vilnius 
of the mercy of God. It was here, in this chapel, that in 1935 the image of the Merciful Jesus, painted 
according to the visions of Saint Faustina, was publicly displayed for the first time.

Gospel 	 John 15:4–14

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
During the Last Supper, Jesus said to his disciples:
“Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 
because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me will be 
thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a 
fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for 
whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples.
As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love. “I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and your joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as 
I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you.”

Upon arriving at the Square of the Saviour, the hymn of thanksgiving is sung.
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You are God: we praise you;
You are God: we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of 
heaven, Cherubim and Seraphim, sing 
in endless praise: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles 
praise you.
The noble fellowship of prophets praise 
you. The white-robed army of martyrs 
praise you. Throughout the world the 
holy Church acclaims you:
Father, of majesty unbounded,
Your true and only Son, worthy of all 
worship,
And the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
The eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
You did not spurn the Virgin’s womb.
You overcame the sting of death,
And opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers.
You are seated at God’s right hand in 
glory.
We believe that you will come, and be 
our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
Bought with the price of your own 
blood,
And bring us with your saints
To glory everlasting.

Te Deum laudamus: te Dominum confi-
temur.
Te aeternum Patrem omnis terra venera-
tur.
Tibi omnes Angeli; tibi caeli et universae 
Potestates;
Tibi Cherubim et Seraphim incessabili 
voce proclamant:
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus 
Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra maiestatis glo-
riae tuae.
Te gloriosus Apostolorum chorus,
Te Prophetarum laudabilis numerus,
Te Martyrum candidatus laudat exerci-
tus.
Te per orbem terrarum sancta confitetur 
Ecclesia,
Patrem immensae maiestatis:
Venerandum tuum verum et unicum 
Filium;
Sanctum quoque Paraclitum Spiritum.
Tu Rex gloriae, Christe.
Tu Patris sempiternus es Filius.
Tu ad liberandum suscepturus homi-
nem, non horruisti Virginis uterum.
Tu, devicto mortis aculeo, aperuisti 
credentibus regna caelorum.
Tu ad dexteram Dei sedes, in gloria 
Patris.
Iudex crederis esse venturus.
Te ergo quaesumus, tuis famulis subve-
ni: quos pretioso sanguine redemisti.
Aeterna fac cum sanctis tuis in gloria 
numerari.

Archbishop: Glory to you, O Lord, in the highest heavens. 
All: Worthy of praise and glory and exalted for ever.
Archbishop: Let us pray. O God, whose mercy is without limit and whose treasure 
of goodness is inexhaustible, we give thanks to your loving majesty for the gifts you 
have bestowed on us, and we do not cease to implore your clemency, that, as you 
grant the petitions of those who ask, so, continuing to keep them in your care, you 
may prepare them for the rewards to come. Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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8 JUNE, MONDAY
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom should I dread?
When those who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall.

COLLECT 	
Let us pray.

O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who call on you in our 
need, may at your prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do it.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading 	 1 Kings 17:1–6
Elijah stood before the Lord, the God of Israel.

A reading from the first Book of Kings.

Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab: “As the LORD, the God of Israel, 
lives, whom I serve, during these years there shall be no dew or rain except at my 
word.”

The LORD then said to Elijah: “Leave here, go east and hide in the Wadi Cherith, 
east of the Jordan. You shall drink of the stream, and I have commanded ravens to 
feed you there.” So he left and did as the LORD had commanded. He went and remai-
ned by the Wadi Cherith, east of the Jordan. Ravens brought him bread and meat in 
the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the stream.

Responsorial psalm 	 Psalm 121:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 7–8 (R.2)

R. Our help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains;
whence shall help come to me?
My help is from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth. R.
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May he not suffer your foot to slip;
may he slumber not who guards you:
Indeed he neither slumbers nor sleeps,
the guardian of Israel. R.

The LORD is your guardian; the LORD is your shade;
he is beside you at your right hand.
The sun shall not harm you by day,
nor the moon by night. R.

The LORD will guard you from all evil;
he will guard your life.
The LORD will guard your coming and your going,
both now and forever. R.

Gospel acclamation 	 Matthew 5:12a
R. Alleluia. –  Rejoice and be glad:
	 for your reward will be great in heaven. – R. Alleluia.

Gospel 	 Matthew 5:1–12
Blessed are the poor in spirit.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, 
his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil 
against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great 
in heaven. Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
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Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)

Archbishop: Brothers and sisters, as we adore the gift of love that allows us to 
share in the Paschal Mystery, let us pray that all things may be renewed in His 
grace. Let us accompany our petitions by saying:

TE ROGAMUS, AUDI NOS! (We beseech you, hear us!)

For the Church. Nourished by the Eucharistic Bread and Wine, may she proclaim to 
the world the Gospel of salvation in word and deed, we pray to the Lord –

For the ministers of the altar. May they be ever more conformed to the mystery 
they celebrate each day, for the glory of the Father and the good of His people, we 
pray to the Lord –

For the children who this year receive the Eucharist for the first time. May they 
bring the joy of the Easter proclamation into their families and surroundings, and 
grow in wisdom and grace, we pray to the Lord –

For the sick and the elderly who are unable to take part in Sunday celebrations. 
May they experience consolation through the Bread of Communion brought to 
them, we pray to the Lord –

For all countries affected by disasters. May those whose lives are in danger be 
protected, and may all national and international services act with wisdom and 
courage, we pray to the Lord –

For the World Apostolic Congress on Mercy, which begins today. That each day we 
may build, within our own surroundings, the city of mercy, we pray to the Lord –

Archbishop: Lord Jesus, in the Eucharist, the sacrament of Your love, You renew us 
in the Holy Spirit. Hear our prayer and make us ever more conformed to You. You 
who live and reign for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	
Look kindly upon our service, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer may be an acceptable 
oblation to you and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

PREFACE 
(Common Preface V. The proclamation of the mystery of Christ)

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
His death we celebrate in love,
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his Resurrection we confess with living faith,
and his Coming in glory we await with unwavering hope.
And so, with all the Angels and Saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim: Holy… 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   1 Jn 4:16 
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
May your healing work, O Lord, free us, we pray, from doing evil and lead us to what 
is right. Through Christ our Lord.

LITURGY OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION

Conversion is at the heart of the Gospel. Jesus began His proclamation with the words: “The time 
has come. The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mk 1:15). The 
Gospel proclaims to us the good news of God’s friendship with humanity. This friendship is marked 
by an absolute readiness to forgive and to show mercy. In Jesus Christ, the love of God for every 
person – even the sinner – is revealed. He is the source of all mercy, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 
Responding to God’s mercy, the baptised are called to live as those who have been forgiven and 
who themselves forgive others. The mercy received in Christ is manifested in daily life in many ways: 
through mutual forgiveness, overcoming selfishness, sharing one’s goods with others, and fostering 
justice and peace among people. The sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is the Church’s 
response to the Lord’s invitation: “Repent and believe the good news!” To repent means to turn once 
more towards God the Father, towards our brothers and sisters – children of the same Father – and 
towards ourselves as sons and daughters of God. To repent means to take up once again the path of 
the Gospel begun on the day of Baptism, when we became Christians and witnesses to the Gospel. 
The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation is not so much a listing of sins and their number as 
an acknowledgment before God, the Church, and oneself that one has lived wrongly, rejected the 
good, and given in to selfishness. Sin manifests itself in many ways: when we reduce another person 
to an instrument of our desires, or when we avoid encountering them with love. Sin wounds both the 
person and society. Love, by contrast, is life lived according to the commandments of God; it fills us 
with the desire to live in communion with God – our Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Father.

How to Approach the Sacrament of Penance

Preparation
If you have ten minutes to prepare for Confession, spend seven of them looking at Jesus. Then, 
enlightened by His love, recall your sins and the harmful habits that obscure your life. In your 
examination of conscience, you may follow the example proposed here, while avoiding these 
two extremes:
• 	 the insensitivity of conscience, which prevents one from recognising sins or, worse still, 

leads one to conceal them; conscience should be sensitive and clear-sighted, capable 
of detesting the sin that has wounded the good God who loves us;

•	  excessive scrupulosity, which causes one to become lost in details and trifles.
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Sorrow for Sin
This is the suffering of a heart that repents of its sins and grieves over the evil committed, not so 
much out of fear of punishment as from sorrow at having wounded the love of the Father. Without 
sincere repentance, forgiveness is not possible, and what most hinders us from accepting God’s 
mercy is our own pride.

 
C e l e b r a t i o n  o f   t h e   S a c r a m e n t  o f  P e n a n c e

Preparation of the Priest and the Penitent
For the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, both the priest and the pe-
nitent first prepare themselves through prayer. The priest invokes the light and love of the Holy 
Spirit. The penitent compares their life with the example and words of Christ and asks God for 
the forgiveness of sins.

Reception of the Penitent
The priest welcomes the penitent fraternally and greets them warmly. The penitent makes the 
Sign of the Cross, saying: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” The 
priest may also make the Sign of the Cross together with the penitent. The Sign of the Cross re-
calls Baptism, through which Jesus washed away our sins. The priest briefly invites the penitent 
to place their trust in God. If the penitent is not known to the confessor, it is appropriate briefly 
to mention their state in life, the time elapsed since their last Confession, difficulties experienced 
in living the Christian life, and anything else that may help the priest exercise his ministry well.

Reading of the Word of God
The priest, or the penitent themselves, reads a suitable passage from Sacred Scripture. The 
Word of God may also be read during the preparation for the sacrament, since it enlightens the 
faithful to recognise their sins, calls them to conversion, and invites them to trust in God’s mercy.

Confession of Sins and Penance
The penitent then confesses their sins, also using a formula of penitence (for example: “I con-
fess…”). If necessary, the priest helps the penitent to make a fuller confession, encourages sin-
cere repentance, and, with suitable counsel, prepares them for a renewed life, reminding them, 
when needed, of the duties of Christian life. If the penitent has caused harm or given scandal, 
the confessor asks for a commitment that appropriate restitution and reparation will be made. 
The priest then assigns a penance, which should not be merely an expiation for past sins, but 
also an aid towards a renewed life and a remedy for weakness. Therefore, the penance should 
correspond, as far as possible, to the seriousness and nature of the sins committed. It may 
consist of prayer, self-denial, especially in serving one’s neighbour, and works of mercy, through 
which it is shown that sin and its forgiveness also possess a communal dimension.

Prayer of the Penitent and Absolution
The priest invites the penitent to express their repentance. The penitent may do so using these 
words or similar ones: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on me, a sinner!” Or: 
“My God, I sincerely repent of every evil I have done and of the good I have failed to do. In 
sinning, I have offended you, the Highest Good and Love most worthy of all love. With the help 
of your grace, I firmly resolve to do penance, to sin no more, and to avoid the occasions of sin. 
Lord, through the Passion of our Saviour Jesus Christ, have mercy on me!” After the prayer of the 
penitent, the priest, extending his hands over them, or at least his right hand, gives absolution.
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As he pronounces the final words, the priest makes the Sign of the Cross over the penitent.
The words of absolution proclaim that the return of the penitent is born of God’s mercy; 

they reveal the connection between conversion and the Paschal Mystery of Christ; and they 
emphasise the role of the Church in the sacrament, since reconciliation with God is implored and 
granted through the ministry of the Church.

Thanksgiving and Dismissal
Having received forgiveness for their sins, the penitent proclaims the mercy of God and gives 
Him thanks using the words of Sacred Scripture.

Finally, the priest dismisses the penitent, wishing them peace. The penitent continues their 
journey of conversion and lives a renewed life according to the Gospel of Christ, with a love of 
God ever more generous and abundant, since: “love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Pt 4:8).

Shortened Rite
When pastoral necessity requires it, the priest may omit or shorten certain parts of the rite; 

however, the confession of sins, the assignment and acceptance of penance, the invitation to 
repentance, absolution, and dismissal must always remain. In danger of death, it is sufficient for 
the priest to pronounce the essential words of absolution: “I absolve you from your sins in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

E x a m p l e  o f  P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  F r u i t f u l  C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a -
m e n t  o f  P e n a n c e  a n d  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n

First of all, I read a passage from Sacred Scripture. I need to listen not to myself, but to God; to 
look not at myself, but at the merciful Father; to see not myself and my sins, but the ocean of 
Divine Mercy.

“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zaccha-
eus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but becau-
se he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig 
tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 
and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ So he 
came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He 
has gone to be the guest of a sinner.’ But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! 
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to 
this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.’” (Lk 19:1–10). I recollect myself in meditation.

This episode, well known and often proclaimed during celebrations of Penance and 
Reconciliation, traces the path of conversion, which begins with an encounter with Christ. 
He forgives and restores human dignity above all through His gaze, as is characteristic of the 
Gospel of Luke. We also recall the repentance of Saint Peter in the account of Christ’s Passion 
(cf. Lk 22:61). From this arise several questions. From the perspective of community life: every 
celebration, especially the Eucharist, is always an encounter with Christ, who calls us to follow 
Him and to leave behind the tree of life to which we cling. When we hear the Word, do we feel 
our hearts “cut”, as happened to the apostles after Peter’s speech on the day of Pentecost (cf. 
Acts 2:37)? Are we ready to put into practice what we have heard, or do we remain indifferent? 
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How do we welcome Christ into our Christian community – family, group, parish, circle of friends 
– with joy and openness, or without particular enthusiasm? From time to time, especially as 
the great feasts of the year approach, let us examine how we proclaim the Gospel, evangelise, 
provide catechesis, celebrate, and bear witness to love in many different ways and to many 
different people. On the personal level: after each sacramental Confession, do I live out penance 
like Zacchaeus, more authentically, taking into account the sins I have consciously chosen? Or 
do I limit myself to the few prayers assigned by the priest, which, though meaningful, do not 
touch the deepest core of my being, which needs conversion?

Whenever I confess my sins, do I feel saved by the Lord, and therefore give Him thanks and 
glorify Him, because He has given such power to human beings? (cf. Mt 9:8)

And am I myself ready to help those who feel lost and seek my help, so that they too may 
experience God’s salvation through the forgiveness of a brother or sister, which makes visible 
the Lord’s forgiveness?

The celebrant: And now let us pray to the Father, as Christ Himself taught us, so that, forgi-
ving one another our trespasses, we ourselves may obtain forgiveness of our sins.

An Act of Contrition:
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Lamb of God; you take away the sins of the world. 
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit restore me to friendship with your Father, 
cleanse me from every stain of sin in the blood you shed for me, and raise me to 
new life for the glory of your name.

Thanksgiving for reconciliation:
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good,
whose mercy endures forever.
Who can recount the mighty deeds of the LORD,
proclaim in full God’s praise?
Blessed those who do what is right,
whose deeds are always just.
Remember me, LORD, as you favor your people;
come to me with your saving help,
That I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
rejoice in the joy of your people,
and glory with your heritage.
(Ps 106)
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P e n i t e n t i a l  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  l i t u r g y

Celebrant proceeds to the altar, accompanied by the master of ceremonies (wear-
ing a white cope).
Celebrant: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And with your spirit.

Prayer
Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, who have gathered us together in the name of your Son, 
that we may come to know your mercy and find grace in time of need: open our eyes 
and let us see the sins we have committed. Touch our hearts, that we may turn back 
to you in truth. By your love reunite those whom sin has divided and scattered; by 
your power heal and strengthen the weak; by your Spirit raise to life those touched 
by death. May the image of your Son shine forth in works of restored love, and may 
all people recognize, in the face of the Church illumined by his glory, the One whom 
you have sent: Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
All: Amen.

Reading of the Word of God

Gospel 	 John 15:1–11

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Jesus said: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. Every branch in me 
that bears no fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, so 
that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word that I have spo-
ken to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it remains on the vine, neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him bears much fruit, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not remain in me will be thrown 
out like a branch and will wither; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified: that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Remain in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
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Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have spoken these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.”

Homily

General confession of sins
All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have 
failed to do, (striking the breast) through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Celebrant: Let us now pray to the Father, as Christ himself has taught us, so that, 
forgiving one another our trespasses, we ourselves may receive the forgiveness of 
sins.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant:  O God, who have given a fitting remedy for our frailty, grant, we pray, 
that we may receive your renewal with joy and begin a new life through Christ our 
Lord.
All: Amen.

Beginning of eucharistic adoration

Individual confession 

Conclusion of eucharistic adoration
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Tantum ergo Sacraméntum 
Venerémur cérnui: 
Et antíquum documéntum 
Novo cedat rítui: 
Præstet fides suppleméntum 
Sénsuum deféctui. 

Genitóri, Genitóque 
Laus et jubilátio, 
Salus, honor, virtus quoque 
Sit et benedíctio: 
Procedénti ab utróque 
Compar sit laudátio. 
Amen. 

V: Panem de caelo praestitísti eis.   
R: Omne delectaméntum in se habént-
em. 

V: Orémus. Deus, qui nobis sub 
Sacraménto mirábili passiónis tuae 
memóriam reliquísti: tríbue, quaésumus, 
ita nos Córporis et Sánguinis tui sacra 
mystéria venerári; ut redemptiónis tuae 
fructum in nobis júgiter sentiámus. Qui 
vivis et regnas in saécula saeculórum. 
R: Amen.

Let us, therefore, bow and worship
such a wondrous Sacrament;
let the ancient law and custom
to a newer rite now yield;
let our faith supply conviction
where the senses tire and fail.

To the Father, unbegotten,
and the Sole-begotten Son,
be salvation, blessing, honor,
jubilation, pow’r, and praise;
to the One from both proceeding
equal glory and renown. Amen.

V. You have given them bread from 
heaven.
R. Having in itself all delight.

V. Let us pray.
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament
have left us a memorial of your Passion,
grant us, we pray, so to revere the 
sacred mysteries of your Body and 
Blood that we may always experience in 
ourselves the fruits of your redemption.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
R. Amen.
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9 JUNE, TUESDAY

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom should I dread?
When those who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall.

COLLECT 	
Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who call on you in our need, 
may at your prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do it.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading 	 1 Kings 17:7–16
The jar of meal was not empty according to the word God spoke to Elijah.

A reading from the first Book of Kings.
The brook near where Elijah was hiding ran dry, because no rain had fallen in the 
land. So the LORD said to Elijah: “Move on to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I 
have designated a widow there to provide for you.” He left and went to Zarephath.
As he arrived at the entrance of the city, a widow was gathering sticks there; he 
called out to her, “Please bring me a small cupful of water to drink.” She left to get it, 
and he called out after her, “Please bring along a bit of bread.”

She answered, “As the LORD, your God, lives, I have nothing baked; there is only 
a handful of flour in my jar and a little oil in my jug. Just now I was collecting a cou-
ple of sticks, to go in and prepare something for myself and my son; when we have 
eaten it, we shall die.”

 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid. Go and do as you propose. But first make 
me a little cake and bring it to me. Then you can prepare something for yourself and 
your son. For the LORD, the God of Israel, says, ‘The jar of flour shall not go empty, 
nor the jug of oil run dry, until the day when the LORD sends rain upon the earth.’”
She left and did as Elijah had said. She was able to eat for a year, and Elijah and her 
son as well; the jar of flour did not go empty, nor the jug of oil run dry, as the LORD 
had foretold through Elijah.
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Responsorial psalm 	 Psalm 4:1–2, 3–4, 6–7 (R.6b)

R. Lord, let your face shine on us.

When I call, answer me, O my just God,
you who relieve me when I am in distress;
Have pity on me, and hear my prayer!
Men of rank, how long will you be dull of heart?
Why do you love what is vain and seek after falsehood? R.

Know that the LORD does wonders for his faithful one;
the LORD will hear me when I call upon him.
Tremble, and sin not;
reflect, upon your beds, in silence. R.

O LORD, let the light of your countenance shine upon us!
You put gladness into my heart,
more than when grain and wine abound. R.

Gospel acclamation 	 Matthew 5:16

R. Alleluia. – Let your light shine before others
	 that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father. – R. 
Alleluia.

Gospel 	 Matthew 5:13-16
You are the light of the world.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Jesus said to his disciples:

“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its taste, with what can it be 
seasoned? It is no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot.
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You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor 
do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, 
where it gives light to all in the house.

Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father.”

Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)

Archbishop: Brothers and sisters, may the Word of the Lord we have just heard 
help us to interpret all our experiences in the light of faith.

TE ROGAMUS, AUDI NOS! (We beseech you, hear us!)

That the Church, gathered from every people, language, and nation, may be 
courageous and faithful in proclaiming the works of God accomplished throughout 
her history.

That ordained ministers, consecrated persons, and all the baptised may bear 
witness, in season and out of season, to God’s closeness to every person.

That those entrusted with responsibility for governing may devote themselves 
generously to the universal common good, to peace, and to solidarity.

That young people, searching for their vocation and path in life, may remain open 
to the demands of God and of humanity.

That those who suffer in body and spirit may receive care and the fulfilment of 
every hope.

That those who reject God or despise believers may, through the witness of the 
faithful, encounter the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for all.

Archbishop: Lord, Your Son emptied Himself and became like us in all things but 
sin. Hear our prayer and fill us with Your Spirit, so that through faith we may be 
conformed to Him. Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.

All: Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	
Look kindly upon our service, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer may be an 
acceptable oblation to you and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
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PREFACE 
(Common Preface V. The proclamation of the mystery of Christ) 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give 
you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord.
His death we celebrate in love, his Resurrection we confess with living faith,
and his Coming in glory we await with unwavering hope. And so, with all the Angels 
and Saints, we praise you, as without end we acclaim: Holy…

Communion antiphon 	 1 Jn 4:16 
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May your healing work, O Lord, free us, we pray, from doing evil and lead us to what 
is right.
Through Christ our Lord.
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10 JUNE, WEDNESDAY
 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom should I dread?
When those who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall.

COLLECT 	
Let us pray.

O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who call on you in our 
need, may at your prompting discern what is right, and by your guidance do it.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading	 1 Kings 18:20–39
May this people know that you, O Lord, are God and that you have won back their hearts.

A reading from the first Book of Kings.
Ahab sent to all the children of Israel and had the prophets assemble on Mount 
Carmel.

Elijah appealed to all the people and said, “How long will you straddle the issue? 
If the LORD is God, follow him; if Baal, follow him.” The people, however, did not ans-
wer him. So Elijah said to the people, “I am the only surviving prophet of the LORD, 
and there are four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. Give us two young bulls. Let 
them choose one, cut it into pieces, and place it on the wood, but start no fire. I shall 
prepare the other and place it on the wood, but shall start no fire. You shall call on 
your gods, and I will call on the LORD. The God who answers with fire is God.” All the 
people answered, “Agreed!”

Elijah then said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one young bull and prepare it 
first, for there are more of you. Call upon your gods, but do not start the fire.” Taking 
the young bull that was turned over to them, they prepared it and called on Baal from 
morning to noon, saying, “Answer us, Baal!” But there was no sound, and no one 
answering. And they hopped around the altar they had prepared.

When it was noon, Elijah taunted them: “Call louder, for he is a god and may be 
meditating, or may have retired, or may be on a journey. Perhaps he is asleep and 
must be awakened.” They called out louder and slashed themselves with swords 
and spears, as was their custom, until blood gushed over them.

Noon passed and they remained in a prophetic state until the time for offering 
sacrifice. But there was not a sound; no one answered, and no one was listening. 
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Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” When the people had done so, 
he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been destroyed. He took twelve stones, 
for the number of tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the LORD had said, “Your 
name shall be Israel.” He built an altar in honor of the LORD with the stones, and 
made a trench around the altar large enough for two measures of grain. When he 
had arranged the wood, he cut up the young bull and laid it on the wood. “Fill four 
jars with water,” he said, “and pour it over the burnt offering and over the wood.” 
“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. “Do it a third time,” he said, and they did 
it a third time. The water flowed around the altar, and the trench was filled with the 
water.

At the time for offering sacrifice, the prophet Elijah came forward and said, 
“LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God 
in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things by your command. 
Answer me, LORD! Answer me, that this people may know that you, LORD, are God 
and that you have brought them back to their senses.” The LORD's fire came down 
and consumed the burnt offering, wood, stones, and dust, and it lapped up the water 
in the trench. Seeing this, all the people fell prostrate and said, “The LORD is God! 
The LORD is God!”

Responsorial psalm 	 Psalm 16:1–2a, 4, 5+8, 11 (R.1)

R. Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope.

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge;
I say to the LORD, "My Lord are you." R.

They multiply their sorrows
who court other gods.
Blood libations to them I will not pour out,
nor will I take their names upon my lips. R.

O LORD, my allotted portion and cup,
you it is who hold fast my lot.
I set the LORD ever before me;
with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. R.

You will show me the path to life,
fullness of joys in your presence,
the delights at your right hand forever. R.
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Gospel acclamation 	 Psalm 25:4c, 5a
R. Alleluia. – Teach me your paths, my God, 

	 and guide me in your truth. – R. Alleluia.

Gospel 	 Matthew 5:17–19
I have come not to abolish, but to fulfill.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples:
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come 

not to abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things 
have taken place.

Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do so will be called least in the Kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and 
teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”

Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)

Dear brothers and sisters, with contrite hearts and lively hope, let us entrust our 
supplications to the Father.

KYRIE, ELEISON!

Preserve the Church in love and truth.

Renew in our fathers and brothers in consecrated life evangelical openness and 
joy.

Guide rulers along the path of justice and peace.

Lead the hearts of sinners to penance and conversion.

Increase holy vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.

Open the hearts of your children to a faithful listening to the Gospel.

Grant the poor and the suffering your consolation and the closeness of brothers 
and sisters.

Welcome the departed into the company of the saints.

Archbishop: Hear Your people, O Lord, who take refuge in Your mercy, and turn 
Your gaze upon Your children, who place all their trust in Your open Heart. You who 
live and reign for ever and ever. 

All: Amen.

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 202690



PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	
Look kindly upon our service, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer may be an 

acceptable oblation to you and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.

PREFACE 
(Common Preface V. The proclamation of the mystery of Christ)

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
His death we celebrate in love,
his Resurrection we confess with living faith,
and his Coming in glory we await with unwavering hope.
And so, with all the Angels and Saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim: Holy…

Communion antiphon  	  1 Jn 4:16 
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
May your healing work, O Lord, free us, we pray, from doing evil and lead us to 

what is right.
Through Christ our Lord.
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11 JUNE,  THURSDAY
Saint BARNABAS, Apostle 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Blessed is this holy man,
who was worthy to be numbered among the Apostles,
for he was a good man,
filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith.

COLLECT	
Let us pray.

O God, who decreed that Saint Barnabas, a man filled with faith and the Holy 
Spirit, should be set apart to convert the nations, grant that the Gospel of Christ, 
which he strenuously preached, may be faithfully proclaimed by word and by deed.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading 	 Acts 11:21b–26; 13:1–3
Barnabas was a good man, Spirit-filled, a man of faith.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
In those days a great number who believed turned to the Lord. The news about them 
reached the ears of the Church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go to Anti-
och. When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced and encouraged them 
all to remain faithful to the Lord in firmness of heart, for he was a good man, filled 
with the Holy Spirit and faith. And a large number of people was added to the Lord.

Then he went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found him he brought 
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the Church and taught a large number 
of people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

Now there were in the Church at Antioch prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Sy-
meon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who was a close friend of 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, completing 
their fasting and prayer, they laid hands on them and sent them off.
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Responsorial psalm 	 Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3c–4, 5–6 (R.2b)

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done wondrous deeds;
His right hand has won victory for him,
his holy arm. R.

The LORD has made his salvation known:
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation by our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands;
break into song; sing praise. R.

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and melodious song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
sing joyfully before the King, the LORD. R.

Gospel acclamation 	 Matthew 28:19a, 20b

R. Alleluia. -  Go and teach all nations, says the Lord;
	 I am with you always, until the end of the world. - R. Alleluia.

Gospel 	 Matthew 10:7–13
You received without payment: give, then, without payment.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to the Twelve:
As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Cure 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons. Without cost you have 
received; without cost you are to give.

Do not take gold or silver or copper for your belts; no sack for the journey, or a 
second tunic, or sandals, or walking stick. The laborer deserves his keep. Whatever 
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town or village you enter, look for a worthy person in it, and stay there until you leave. 
As you enter a house, wish it peace. If the house is worthy, let your peace come 

upon it; if not, let your peace return to you.”

Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)

Archbishop: Dear brothers and sisters, sustained by the faith and love that the 
Apostle Barnabas had for Jesus and for all people, let us raise our prayer to the 
Father.

TE ROGAMUS, AUDI NOS!

(We beseech you, hear us!)

Let us pray for the Church: that the Lord may preserve love among brothers and 
sisters and bring to maturity the synodal spirit.

Let us pray for the successor of Peter, Leo: that the Lord may hear the prayers of 
the Church and help him to be a faithful disciple of Christ.

Let us pray for all the shepherds of the Church: that the Lord may preserve them in 
mutual unity and in communion with the Apostolic See.

Let us pray for rulers: that the Lord may sustain decisions truly beneficial to huma-
nity and preserve them from the temptation of power.

Let us pray for those who do evil and for those who spread hatred: that the Lord 
may free them from the slavery of sin and preserve them from obstinacy in evil.

Let us pray for persecuted Christians: that the Lord may be their strength in preser-
ving the faith and keep them faithful until victory.

Archbishop: Receive, O Father, the prayer of Your Church, which rejoices in the 
precious witness of the holy Apostle Barnabas and in the power of his intercession. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	
Sanctify with your blessing, we pray, O Lord, the offerings presented here, so that 
by your grace they may set us on fire with the flame of your love, by which Saint 
Barnabas brought the light of the Gospel to the nations.
Through Christ our Lord.
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PREFACE 
(Preface I of Apostles. The Apostles, shepherds of God’s people)

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give 
you thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God. For you, eternal Shepherd, 
do not desert your flock, but through the blessed Apostles watch over it and protect 
it always, so that it may be governed by those you have appointed shepherds to lead 
it in the name of your Son. And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and 
Dominions, and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the hymn of your 
glory, as without end we acclaim: Holy…

Communion antiphon          	 Cf. Jn 15:15
I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. 
But I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from 
my Father. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
As we receive the pledge of eternal life, we humbly implore you, Lord, that what we 
celebrate in sacramental signs on the Memorial of the blessed Apostle Barnabas we 
may one day behold unveiled.
Through Christ our Lord.
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JUNE 12, FRIDAY
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
The designs of his Heart are from age to age,
to rescue their souls from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.

GLORIA  see p. 50 

COLLECT 	
Let us pray.

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who glory in the Heart of your beloved 
Son and recall the wonders of his love for us, may be made worthy to receive an 
overflowing measure of grace from that fount of heavenly gifts.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

First reading 	 Deuteronomy 7:6–11
The Lord set his heart on you and chose you.

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.
Moses said to the people:

"You are a people sacred to the LORD, your God; he has chosen you from all the 
nations on the face of the earth to be a people peculiarly his own.

It was not because you are the largest of all nations that the LORD set his heart 
on you and chose you, for you are really the smallest of all nations. It was because 
the LORD loved you and because of his fidelity to the oath he had sworn your 
fathers, that he brought you out with his strong hand from the place of slavery, and 
ransomed you from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

Understand, then, that the LORD, your God, is God indeed, the faithful God who 
keeps his merciful covenant down to the thousandth generation toward those who 
love him and keep his commandments, but who repays with destruction a person 
who hates him; he does not dally with such a one, but makes them personally pay 
for it.

You shall therefore carefully observe the commandments, the statutes and the 
decrees that I enjoin on you today." 
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Responsorial psalm 	 Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8, 10 (R.17)

R. The Lord's kindness is everlasting 
to those who fear him.

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and forget not all his benefits. R.

He pardons all your iniquities,
heals all your ills.
He redeems your life from destruction,
crowns you with kindness and compassion. R.

The LORD secures justice
and the rights of all the oppressed.
He has made known his ways to Moses,
and his deeds to the children of Israel. R.

Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
nor does he requite us according to our crimes. R.

Second reading 	 1 John 4:7–16
Let us love one another.

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John.
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is be-
gotten by God and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God 
is love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might have life through him. In this is love: not that we have loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also must love one another. No one has ever seen 
God. Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, and his love is brought to per-
fection in us. This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us, that he has 
given us of his Spirit. Moreover, we have seen and testify that the Father sent his Son 
as savior of the world.
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Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he 
in God. We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever remains in love remains in God and God in him. 

Gospel acclamation 	 Matthew 11:29ab

R. Alleluia. – Take my yoke upon you, says the Lord;
	 and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart. – R. Alleluia.

Gospel 	 Matthew 11:25–30
I am meek and humble of heart.

✠ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

At that time Jesus exclaimed:
"I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hid-

den these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to little ones. 
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 
will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."

CREDO see p. 52
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Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)

Archbishop: Dear brothers and sisters, let us pray to Christ, who revealed to us the 
gratuitous and universal love of the Father and who pours forth grace and blessing 
from His opened Heart. Let us respond to the intentions by saying:

TE ROGAMUS, AUDI NOS! (We beseech you, hear us!)

Pour forth the blessings of your Heart upon the holy Church. We pray that she may 
be a merciful mother, faithfully and generously distributing your graces.

Keep priests within the sanctuary of your Heart. We pray that they may be a 
sacrament of Your love towards all, especially the little ones.

Awaken in every human heart the desire for You. We pray that, sincerely seeking 
You, they may recognise Your loving presence in every creature.

Like a river, pour peace upon the world. We pray that the noise of violence may 
fall silent and that brothers and sisters who live and work together may raise one 
single song.

Turn Your loving gaze upon the participants of the World Apostolic Congress on 
Mercy. We pray that You may transform our hearts, so that the afflicted may find 
compassion, the sorrowful consolation, and the doubtful hope.

Archbishop: Lord Jesus, who through Blood and Water poured forth the Holy Spirit, 
hear our prayer and free us from the slavery of sin, so that each day we may bear 
the sweet yoke of Your love. You who live and reign for ever and ever. All: Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS	
Look, O Lord, we pray, on the surpassing charity in the Heart of your beloved Son, 
that what we offer may be a gift acceptable to you and an expiation of our offenses.
Through Christ our Lord.
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PREFACE 
(Preface of the Most Sacred Heart. The Boundless Charity of Christ)

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our Lord.
For raised up high on the Cross,
he gave himself up for us with a wonderful love
and poured out blood and water from his pierced side,
the wellspring of the Church’s Sacraments,
so that, won over to the open heart of the Savior,
all might draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
And so, with all the Angels and Saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim: Holy…
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Communion antiphon          	 Cf. Jn 7:37–38 
Thus says the Lord: Let whoever is thirsty come to me and drink. Streams of living 
water will flow from within the one who believes in me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION	
May this sacrament of charity, O Lord, make us fervent with the fire of holy love, so 
that, drawn always to your Son, we may learn to see him in our neighbor.
Through Christ our Lord.
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MORNING (Katedros a.)

10.00	 Registration 

AFTERNOON
12.30	 Holy Mass, Vilnius Cathedral square
2.00 	 Eucharistic Procession from 
	 the Cathedral to the Hill of the Saviour 

EVENING (Rasų g. 6)

5.00 	 Early dinner
6.00	  Opening of WACOM6

SUNDAY
THE CHURCH06 07
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How does God’s
mercy work in my life?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)

9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Card. Grzegorz Ryś | Memory — the Foundation of the City of Mercy
10.15 	 John Pridmore | Encounter with the Mercy that Transformed Me
10.45 	 Break
11.30 	 Holy Mass
12.45 	 Patriarch Bartholomew | Ecumenism and Mercy
1.00 	 Lunch break

AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)

3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops

EVENING
6.00 	 Dinner
7.00 	 Reconciliation Service

MONDAY
MEMORY06 08
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SPEAKER
CARDINAL GRZEGORZ RYŚ
Archbishop of Kraków, historian 
and theologian, author of the books 
Celibacy, The Scandal of Mercy, and 
others, actively engaged in ecumenical 
dialogue. In 2025, he participated in 
the renewal of the European Ecume-
nical Charter. He actively promotes 
a synodal Church, emphasizing the 
participation, responsibility, and sense 
of community among the faithful. Ryś 
is one of the most prominent advocates 
of Christian–Jewish dialogue in Poland, 
consistently speaking about historical 
memory and repentance. As a pastor 
and cardinal, he strives for a Church 
that is close to people, sensitive to 
human weakness, and open to the 
challenges of the modern world.

PATRIARCH 
BARTHOLOMEW
Bartholomew is the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch of Constantinople and has led 
the Eastern Orthodox Church since 22 
October 1991. He is the longest-serving 
Ecumenical Patriarch in history and is 
regarded as the highest spiritual leader 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church world-
wide, actively promoting peace and in-
terfaith dialogue.

TESTIMONY
JOHN PRIDMORE
In his youth, John was involved in a life 
of crime, until he suddenly encountered 
God and His mercy – a mercy he now 
testifies to millions of people around the 
world. Today, he is fully devoted to evan-
gelisation, working with at-risk youth to 
inspire them to break free from violence, 
fear, and destructive life patterns. His 
testimony became a bestseller: From 
Gangland To The Promised Land.
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A Meeting with Dr. Paweł Grabowski, 
founder of the first rural hospice in Po-
land, the Prophet Elijah Hospice Founda-
tion, and a friend of the Vilnius hospice
Languages: Polish

1Courtyard of Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko 
Hospice, Rasų g. 4 

Discussion on Evangelisation and Parish 
Ministries: Three Keys for Parish Renewal. 
Divine Renovation and Ramintoja Teams
Languages: English

2Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Consolation, Savičiaus g. 15 

Narrated Tour: The History of the Image 
of Merciful Jesus in the St. Michael the 
Archangel Church
Languages: Polish

3Church Heritage Museum,  
Šv. Mykolo g. 9, Church

Opening of the Immersive Exhibition 
faces within the Face with Dr. Adriana 
Acutis and Archbishop Gintaras Grušas
Languages: English, Polish

3Church Heritage Museum,  
Šv. Mykolo g. 9, Lower Hall 

Visit to the Cathedral Crypts
Languages: Polish, English

4Cathedral Basilica, Katedros square 2, 
Cathedral Crypts  

Prayer at the Image of Divine Mercy.
Sisters of Merciful Jesus (ZJSM)
Languages: Lithuanian

5 Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Chapel 

Guidelines for Human-Centred, Virtue-
Based Use of Artificial Intelligence. Alejo 
José G. Sison
Languages: English

5Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Conference Hall

A Meeting with Cardinal Grzegorz Ryś: 
The Scandal of Mercy
Languages: English, Lithuanian, Polish, Italian

5Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Church 

Dr. Irena Vaišvilaitė: Why Is Vilnius a City 
of Mercy?
Languages: English, Polish

5Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Chapter Hall 

A Meeting with the Artist Tommy 
Canning: Paint an Image According to the 
Pattern You See
Languages: English

5Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Piano Hall 

A Meeting with the Basilian Fathers of the  
Order of St. Josaphat  
(Greek Catholic Church)
Languages: English

6Holy Trinity Church (Greek Catholic 
Rite) and the Vilnius Monastery of the 

Basilian Order of Saint Josaphat, Aušros 
Vartų g. 7B 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS
3.00–5.00 PM 06 08
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Liturgical Music Workshop with  
Sr. Agnieszka Rutkowska
Languages: English

7Church of All Saints,  
Visų Šventųjų g. 1 

Calvary: The Way of the Cross
Languages: Lithuanian

8Church of the Discovery of the Holy 
Cross (Vilnius Calvary), Kalvarijų g. 329, 

Vilnius. Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.   

A Meeting with People in Need at the 
Betanija Social Centre
Languages: English

9Betanija Social Centre,  
M. K. Paco g. 4, Vilnius.  

Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.   

Visit to the Caritas Mother and Child 
Home and the House of St. Faustina
Languages: English

10Caritas of Vilnius Archdiocese, 
Mother and Child Home,  

V. Grybo g. 29, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.   

Mercy That Speaks. Can I Live Without 
Fear? Priests and Members of the 
Community of the Shrine of Divine Mercy
Languages: English

11St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Churc, Maironio g. 10, Church 

Prayer Session: Be Merciful to Yourself 
with Fr. Mariusz Marszałek SAC and Fr. 
Maciej Książyk SAC
Languages: Polish

11St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church, Maironio g. 10, St. Michael 

Chapel 

Guided Tour: The Saints of Vilnius
Languages: English

12Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower,  
Katedros square 2, Vilnius

Guided Tour: Vilnius Across the Ages
Languages: Polish

12Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower,  
Katedros square 2 

Guided Tour: Church Architecture in 
Vilnius Old Town
Languages: English

12Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower,  
Katedros square 2

The Transforming Mercy of God: The 
Witness of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis.  
Sr. Viktorija Plečkaitytė MVS
Languages: English

13Convent of the Holy Cross of the 
Sisters of the Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Church 
of the Holy Cross, S. Daukanto square 1, 
Holy Cross House Hall 

A Meeting with Psychologist Regina 
Morkūnienė: Caring for a Seriously Ill 
Family Member
Languages: Lithuanian

14DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Conference Hall

How the Silent God Speaks: The 
Experience of Infertility in Marriage. 
Deacon Assoc. Prof. Dr. Benas Ulevičius
Languages: English

14DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Main Hall 

Forgiveness: A Journey from Resentment 
to Freedom. Algirdas Petronis
Languages: Lithuanian, English

15Church of Saints Philip and James, 
Vasario 16-osios g. 11

 
Caritas Village. Interactive Encounter 
and Photo Exhibition: Exploring the 
Catastrophic Consequences of War for 
Ukraine’s Water Resources and for the 
Global Ecosystem
Languages: Lithuanian, English

16Rotušės square
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Compulsive Sexual Behaviour and Sex 
Addiction: A Challenge for the Church and 
Society. Simon Schwarz
Languages: English, Polish

17Church of St. Stephen,  
Šv. Stepono g. 37

Lecture: The Image of Divine Mercy in 
Vilnius: The Beginning of a Great Story. 
Dr. S. Smilingytė-Žeimienė
Languages: Lithuanian, English

18ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Main Hall

The Story of Sister Faustina and the 
Mission of Mercy for Children.  
Sr. Danguolė Gervytė RA
Languages: Lithuanian

18ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Piano Hall

Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko: The 
Biography of an Exceptional Figure.  
Prof. Dr. Arūnas Streikus
Languages: Lithuanian

18ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11,  

Cell of Superior

Exhibition: Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko – 
Apostle of Divine Mercy, Pilgrim of Hope
Languages: various

18ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Salono Hall

The Importance and Grace of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Fr. Aldonas 
Gudaitis SJ and Fr. Donatas Kuzmickas SJ
Languages: Lithuanian

19Church of St. Casimir,  
Didžioji g. 34 

Miracles of the 20th and 21st Centuries: 
Testimonies of Graces Received through 
the Intercession of Our Lady of the Gate 
of Dawn 
Languages: English, Polish

20Church of St. Teresa,  
Aušros Vartų g. 14 

A Meeting with Judges David and 
Kathrine Mackie: The Role of Mercy and 
Compassion in Judicial Decision-Making
Languages: English, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Italian

21Church of St. John the Baptist and St. 
John the Apostle and Evangelist,  

Šv. Jono g. 12

Guided Tour: The Way of Mercy
Languages: English, Polish

22Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, 
Dominikonų g. 12 

MEMORY Day at the Order of Malta 
Activity Village
Languages: Lithuanian

23S. Daukanto square 

The Presence of God in War. A Lithuanian 
Soldier’s Testimony
Languages: Lithuanian, English

24Church of St. Ignatius, Military 
Ordinariate of Lithuania,  

Šv. Ignoto 6 

Guided Tour: Vilnius Through the Eyes of 
a Homeless Person
Languages: Polish

25Vilnius Archdiocese Caritas 
Transitional Home,  

Šv. Stepono g. 35 

Pilgrimage by Coach: Discover the Most 
Beautiful Sanctuaries of Vilnius
Languages: English, Polish

26Rasų g. 6, Vilnius. Coach boarding 
at 14:20 at Point 26.
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How can God’s mercy be proclaimed
convincingly to the people of our time?
How to give a reason for the hope that
lives within me?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)

9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Nicky Gumbel | When Mercy Finds Its Voice
10.20 	 John Canavan | To Be Touched by Mercy and Proclaim It to the World
10.35 	 Bishop Martin Igwe Uzoukwu | Witnessing for Christ in the African
	 Continent Through the Divine Mercy Devotion 
11.00 	 Break
11.45 	 Rosy Chaanine | Divine Mercy is Our Only Hope in the Middle East
12.10 	 Matt Fradd | To Be the Salt of the Earth in the Modern World
1.00 	 Lunch break and dinner food package

AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)

3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops 

EVENING (Vilnius Old Town)

6.00 	 Holy Mass (EN, LT, IT, ES, PL, FR, UA, LA)
8.00 	 Evening program 

TUESDAY
WORD06 09
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SPEAKER
NICKY GUMBEL
A former lawyer, Anglican priest, and 
one of the most prominent contempo-
rary evangelists in Europe. His name is 
most closely associated with the Alpha 
Course — a simple yet profound format 
for exploring Christianity, which has 
spread across the world and is today 
run in more than a hundred countries, 
across communities of various denom-
inations. He is also widely known as 
the author of the Bible in One Year dai-
ly Scripture reading programme — his 
insights, delivered through an app and 
in audio format, accompany millions of 
people every day.

TESTIMONY
JOHN CANAVAN
One of the leading apostles of the Di-
vine Mercy message in Australia and 
Oceania, John visits parishes, gives 
lectures, and shares personal testimo-
ny to help people encounter God’s mer-
cy. He leads Divine Mercy Publications 
/ Divine Mercy Australia, an organisati-
on dedicated to promoting the messa-
ge of Divine Mercy through books and 
other publications.
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TESTIMONY  
BISHOP MARTIN 
IGWE UZOUKWU
Martin Igwe Uzoukwu is a bishop of the 
Catholic Church in Nigeria who actively 
strengthens the faithful in challenging 
circumstances and promotes peace in 
regions affected by unrest. In 2002, he 
founded the movement Missionaries of 
Divine Mercy, dedicated to spreading 
devotion to Divine Mercy. The bishop 
also organises retreats and contributes 
to the formation of clergy throughout 
Africa.

TESTIMONY
ROSELINE (ROSY) CHAANINE
One of the most important individuals 
supporting and strengthening the 
devotion to Divine Mercy in the 
Middle East. Serving as the National 
Secretary of Divine Mercy communities 
in Lebanon and as the Regional 
Coordinator for the laity in the Middle 
East, she fosters connections between 
communities, organizes local and 
regional congresses, collaborates with 
the Asian committee, and helps expand 
the devotion throughout the region. 
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SPEAKER
MATT FRADD
The creator and host of the Pints With 
Aquinas podcast. He is the author and 
coauthor of several books including, 
Does God Exist: A Socratic Dialogue on 
the Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas. Matt 
earned his undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees in philosophy from Holy 
Apostles College & Seminary which also 
awarded him an honorary doctorate. He 
lives in Florida, with his wife Cameron 
and their four kids.
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Testimony Session in Vilnius Hospice: 
The Power of Forgiveness
Languages: Lithuanian

1Courtyard of Blessed Fr. Michał 
Sopoćko Hospice, Rasų g. 4

 
A Meeting with Nicky Gumbel and  
Fr. James Mallon
Languages: English, Polish

2Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Consolation, Savičiaus g. 15

 
Panel Discussion on Art, Society, and 
the Church: faces within the Face. 
The discussion will be moderated by 
Ambassador to the Holy See Sigita 
Maslauskaitė-Mažylienė. The panel will 
feature Archbishop Gintaras Grušas, 
Dr. Adriana Acutis, and Dr. Giedrė 
Mickūnaitė
Languages: English, Italian, Lithuanian, 
Polish

3Church Heritage Museum,  
Šv. Mykolo g. 9, Church

 
Immersive Exhibition faces within the 
Face

3Church Heritage Museum,  
Šv. Mykolo g. 9, Lower Hall

 
Visit to the Cathedral Crypts
Languages: English, Polish

4Katedros square 2, Vilnius
 

Bibliodrama. A Living Encounter with 
the Word of God. Led by Vilhelmina 
Raubaitė-Mikelionienė 
Languages: English

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11,  

Cell of Superior

 

The Story of Sister Faustina and the 
Mission of Mercy for Children. A 
Session with Sr. Danguolė Gervytė RA
Languages: Lithuanian

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Piano Hall

 
Mercy Embodied by Angels. A 
Testimony Session with  
Fr. Dr. Michał Damazyn
Languages: Polish, Lithuanian

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Main Hall

 
Exhibition: Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko 
– Apostle of Divine Mercy, Pilgrim of 
Hope
Languages: various

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Salono salė

 
Prayer at the Image of Divine Mercy. 
Sisters of Merciful Jesus (ZJSM)
Languages: English

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Chapel
 
Our Weakness and Vulnerability as a 
Space for Divine Mercy. A Meeting with 
the Community of Tibériade
Languages: Lithuanian, English

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Chapter Hall
 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS
3.00–5.00 PM 06 09
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Deepest Longings: Where the Human 
Heart Encounters God. A Meeting with 
the Journey Community
Languages: Lithuanian, English

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Piano Hall

A Meeting with Matt Fradd: The 
Mission of the Church and the Culture 
Wars. Is There Hope for a Divided 
Church?
Languages: English, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Italian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Church
 
A Meeting with the Basilian Fathers 
of the Order of St. Josaphat (Greek 
Catholic Church)
Languages: Italian

7Holy Trinity Church (Greek Catholic 
Rite) and the Vilnius Monastery of the 

Basilian Order of Saint Josaphat,  
Aušros Vartų g. 7B
 
To Love and Forgive When Forgiveness 
Seems Impossible: Empowering Mercy. 
A Meeting with the Good Samaritan 
Community
Languages: Lithuanian

8Church of All Saints,  
Visų Šventųjų g. 1

 
Calvary: The Way of the Cross
Languages: Polish

9Church of the Discovery of the Holy 
Cross (Vilnius Calvary),  

Kalvarijų g. 329, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.

 

A Meeting with People in Need at the 
Betanija Social Centre
Languages: Polish

10Betanija Social Centre,  
M. K. Paco g. 4, Vilnius.  

Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
Visit to the Caritas Mother and Child 
Home and the House of St. Faustina
Languages: Lithuanian

11Caritas of Vilnius Archdiocese, 
Mother and Child Home,  

V. Grybo g. 29, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
Missionaries of Mercy:  Who Are 
They and How Can We Share in Their 
Mission?
Languages: English

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. Francis 

and St. Bernardino,  
Maironio g. 10, Church
 
Prayer Session: Be Merciful to Yourself. 
Fr. Mariusz Marszałek SAC and  
Fr. Maciej Książyk SAC
Languages: Polish

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. Francis 

and St. Bernardino, Maironio g. 10,  
St. Michael Chapel

Guided Tour: The Saints of Vilnius
Languages: Lithuanian

13Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower, 
Katedros square 2

 
Lecture: A Perspective of Mercy from 
the Heights of Eternity. Sr. Evelina 
Lavrinovičiūtė MVS
Languages: Lithuanian

14Convent of the Holy Cross of 
the Sisters of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and the Church of the Holy Cross, S. 
Daukanto aikštė 1, Holy Cross House Hall
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Awakened to Mercy: A Meeting on 
Volunteer Ministry to the Sick
Languages: Lithuanian

15DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Conference Hall

 
A Meeting with Gian Luca Demarco: 
Healthy Humour as the Salt of Marriage
Languages: Lithuanian

15DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Main Hall

 
Prayer and Reflection Session: Silent 
Prayer Fr. Jokūbas Marija Goštautas OP
Languages: English

16Church of Saints Philip and James, 
Vasario 16-osios g. 11

 
Singing of Lithuanian Sutartinės, 
the Traditional Polyphonic Chants 
Recognised by UNESCO, with the 
Group Kartos. Testimonies from Three 
Generations of Caritas Volunteers on 
Volunteering in Lithuania at the Time of 
the Restoration of Caritas and Today
Languages: Lithuanian, English

17Rotušės square
 

A Meeting with the Aš Esu Community: 
Addiction, Recovery, and Mercy
Languages: Lithuanian

18Church of St. Stephen,  
Šv. Stepono g. 37

 
The Importance and Grace of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
Fr. Aldonas Gudaitis SJ and Fr. Donatas 
Kuzmickas SJ
Languages: English

19Church of St. Casimir,  
Didžioji g. 34 

 
A Meeting with Sr. Cathy Jones RA: 
The Role of Mary in a Merciful Church
Languages: English

20Church of St. Teresa,  
Aušros Vartų g. 14

A Meeting with Judges David and 
Kathrine Mackie: The Pathway to 
Redemption
Languages: English

21Church of St. John the Baptist 
and St. John the Apostle and 

Evangelist, Šv. Jono g. 12
 
Guided Tour: The Way of Mercy
Languages: English, Polish

22Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, 
Dominikonų g. 12

 
WORD Day at the Order of Malta 
Activity Village
Languages: Lithuanian

23S. Daukanto square

Guided Tour: Vilnius Through the Eyes 
of a Homeless Person
Languages: Lithuanian

24Vilnius Archdiocese Caritas 
Transitional Home,  

Šv. Stepono g. 35
 
Pilgrimage by Coach: Discover the 
Most Beautiful Sanctuaries of Vilnius
Languages: English, Spanish

25Location of the event (Hill of 
the Saviour), Rasų g. 6. Coach 

boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
Usus Antiquior: The Liturgy Celebrated 
by St. Faustina and Blessed Michał 
Sopoćko. A Meeting with the 
Community of St. Anne’s Church
Languages: Lithuanian

26Church of St. Anne,  
Maironio g. 8
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1  Church of St. Teresa, 
Aušros Vartų g. 14 

Holy Mass in Lithuanian
 

2  Church of the Holy 
Cross, S. Daukanto a. 1

Holy Mass in Spanish
 

3  Church of St. Ignatius, 
Military Ordinariate of 

Lithuania, Šv. Ignoto g. 6
Holy Mass in Italian
 

4  Church of St. Casimir 
(Jesuit), Didžioji g. 34

Holy Mass in Lithuanian
 

5  Church of Saints Philip 
and James, Vasario 

16-osios g. 11
Holy Mass in French
 

6  Church of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary of 

Consolation, Savičiaus g. 15
Holy Mass in English

7  Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Stanislaus and St. 

Ladislaus, Katedros a. 2
Holy Mass in English
 

8  Holy Trinity Church 
(Greek Catholic Rite), 

Aušros Vartų g. 7B
Holy Mass in Ukrainian
 

9  Church of the Holy 
Spirit, Dominikonų g. 8

Holy Mass in Polish
 

10  Church of St. Anne, 
Maironio g. 8

Extraordinary Form Holy 
Mass (in Latin)

CONGRESS HOLY MASSES  
IN THE CHURCHES OF VILNIUS06 09

6.00 PM 
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Oratorio: The Altar of Divine Mercy
Start time: 8.00 PM

1  Lithuanian National Philharmonic
Aušros Vartų g. 5

 
Prayer Evenings:  
Miracles in the Light of Divine Mercy
Start time: 8.00 PM

2  Church of the Holy Spirit
Dominikonų g. 8

 
Piano concert by Ignas Maknickas  
Start time: 8.00 PM

3  Palace of the Grand  
Dukes of Lithuania

Katedros a. 4
 
Musical adventure by Saulius Petreikis
Start time: 8.00 PM

4  Church of St. John the Baptist 
and St. John the Apostle and 

Evangelist
Šv. Jono g. 12
 
Vilnius University  
Folklore Ensemble Ratilio
Start time: 8.00 PM

5  Vasaros terasa
Vilniaus g. 39

 
Ensemble of the Shrine of Divine 
Mercy
Start time: 8.00 PM

6  Church of the Saviour (Brothers of 
Saint John)

Antakalnio g. 27

Kanklės and Cello Duo
Start time: 8.15 PM

7  St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine)
Church and the Friary of St. Francis 

and St. Bernardino vienuolynas, Mairo-
nio g. 10
  
Carillon Concert: Carillon Sounds in 
the City of Mercy
Start time: 8.15 PM

8  Church of Saints Philip and James
Vasario 16-osios g. 11

 
Performance: 
Tragic Magic ~ A Story of Recovery
Start time: 8.30 PM
Language: english

9  Church of St. Stephen
Šv. Stepono g. 37

 
Vilnius Sacred Music Choir 
ADORAMUS
Start time: 9.00 PM

10  Church of St. Catherine
Vilniaus g. 30

 
Trio (Liudas Mikalauskas, Renata 
Marcinkutė Lesieur, Petras 
Vyšniauskas)
Start time: 8.15 PM

11  Church of St. Casimir
Didžioji g. 34

EVENING
PROGRAM06 09

EVENT 
DESCRIPTIONS
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Prayer as a way to remain faithful and
seek God’s mercy

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)

9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Prof. Donna Orsuto | In Prayer We Enter Mercy; In Mercy We Go Forth
10.15 	 The Kissell family | A Family that Prays: Hope in Difficult Situations
10.35 	 Fr Pasqualino di Dio | Misericordia Italia: United for Mercy 
11.00 	 Break
11.45 	 Cynthia Leowardyn | The power of prayers of Divine Mercy
12.10 	 Fr Chris Alar, MIC I Mercy: The Limit Evil Cannot Cross
1.00 	 Lunch break and dinner food package

AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)

3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops

EVENING (Vilnius Old Town)

6.00 	 Holy Mass (EN, LT, IT, ES, PL, FR, UA, LA)

8.00 	 Evening program 

WEDNESDAY
PRAYER06 10
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TESTIMONY
THE KISSELL FAMILY
A family whose daily life bears witness 
to hope through the strength of God’s 
mercy. A family from Ohio, USA, raising 
three sons, two of whom live with a rare 
genetic skin condition. Carson Kissell 
leads livestreamed prayers of the Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy on Facebook and on the 
YouTube channel Praying with Carson, 
inspiring people through his testimony of 
faith and hope.

SPEAKER
PROF. DONNA ORSUTO
A theologian who has been teaching at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome for more than thirty years, she is 
currently the chair of the Department of 
Moral Theology and Spiritual Theolo-
gy at this University. She founded The 
Lay Centre at Foyer Unitas, which offers 
lay people community life and holistic 
formation – intellectual, spiritual, and 
pastoral. She was appointed by Pope 
Francis as a member of the Dicastery 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of 
the Sacraments.

123P R O G R A M



TESTIMONY
CYNTHIA LEOWARDY
One of the key promoters of the mes-
sage of Divine Mercy in Indonesia, and 
the coordinator of the Divine Mercy Ap-
ostolate in Asia. Through her efforts, the 
message of mercy has spread across 
various regions of Asia, reaching dif-
ferent communities and becoming an 
important part of their life and mis-
sion. She bears witness to trust in God 
through her own personal life story, in-
viting others to become carriers of mer-
cy in everyday life.

TESTIMONY
FR. PASQUALINO DI DIO
An Italian priest and missionary of mer-
cy. He founded the Apostolic Brother-
hood of Mercy (Fraternità Apostolica 
della Misericordia) and the Little House 
of Mercy (Piccola Casa della Misericor-
dia) in Gela, Sicily, where a community 
is gathered and works of mercy and 
love for one's neighbour are carried out 
— particularly for those facing various 
hardships in life: the homeless, the hun-
gry, the poor, and the sick. Fr. Pasqual-
ino di Dio is also the President of the 
National Coordinating Committee "Mis-
ericordia Italia" and a diocesan exorcist.

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 2026124



SPEAKER
FR. CHRIS ALAR MIC
The Provincial Superior of the Marian Fa-
thers in the United States, he is one of the 
most prominent promoters of the Divine 
Mercy message in the English-speak-
ing Catholic world. The author of the 
bestsellers After Suicide: There’s Hope 
for Them and for You and Understand-
ing Divine Mercy, he is also the creator 
of the globally followed Explaining the 
Faith series and one of the most recog-
nizable faces on the EWTN network. In 
his lectures, catecheses, teachings, and 
broadcasts, Divine Mercy is revealed not 
as an abstract idea, but as a real source 
of hope for people today.
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A Meeting with Sebastian Jaworowski: 
Faith and Love Bring Healing
Languages: English

1Courtyard of Blessed  
Fr. Michał Sopoćko Hospice, Rasų g. 4

 
Session for Youth Leaders: Rising 
Generation – Creating Space for 
Intergenerational Leadership
Languages: English

2Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Consolation, Savičiaus g. 15

 
Narrated Tour: The History of the Image 
of Merciful Jesus in the St. Michael the 
Archangel Church
Languages: English

3Church Heritage Museum, Šv. Mykolo g. 9, 
St. Michael the Archangel Church

 
Immersive Exhibition  
faces within the Face
Languages: various

3Church Heritage Museum,  
Šv. Mykolo g. 9, Lower Hall

 
Visit to the Cathedral Crypts
Languages: English, Polish

4Cathedral Basilica, Katedros square 2, 
Cathedral Crypts

 
Bibliodrama. A Living Encounter with the 
Word of God. Led by Vilhelmina Raubaitė-
Mikelionienė
Languages: Lithuanian

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art Centre, 
Maironio g. 11, Cell of Superior

 
Family Challenges: Not the End of a 
Relationship, but an Opportunity for 
Divine Mercy. Božena and Kšištof 
Petraškevič
Languages: Polish

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art Centre, 
Maironio g. 11, Piano Hall

When Earthly Institutions Fail to Deliver 
Justice: Divine Mercy in Times of Trial. 
Fr. Gintaras Sungaila, priest of the 
Orthodox Church of the Constantinople 
Patriarchate
Languages: English

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art Centre, 
Maironio g. 11, Main Hall

 
Exhibition: Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko – 
Apostle of Divine Mercy, Pilgrim of Hope
Languages: various

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art Centre, 
Maironio g. 11, Salono Hall

 
Prayer at the Image of Divine Mercy. 
Sisters of Merciful Jesus (ZJSM)
Languages: Polish

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Chapel
 
Artificial Intelligence and Civilisation: 
Hopes, Dangers, and the Unexpected 
Voice of Transcendence. Dr. Saulius 
Matulevičius
Languages: English, Polish

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Conference Hall

The Divine Mercy Chaplet for Children 
Made Simple: Prayer with Movement
Languages: English, Polish

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Pranciškonų g. 1A, 

Chapter Hall
 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS
3.00–5.00 PM 06 10
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The Image of the Invisible God.  
Sr. Teresa Szalkowska ZSJM
Languages: Polish, Lithuanian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Piano Hall
 
A Meeting with Fr. Chris Alar MIC: Hope 
and Divine Mercy in the Face of Suicide
Languages: English, Italian, Polish, 
Lithuanian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Church

A Meeting with the Basilian Fathers of 
the Order of St. Josaphat (Greek Catholic 
Church)
Languages: English

7Holy Trinity Church (Greek Catholic 
Rite) and the Vilnius Monastery of the 

Basilian Order of Saint Josaphat,  
Aušros Vartų g. 7B
 
 To Love and Forgive When Forgiveness 
Seems Impossible: Empowering Mercy. 
Charo Sauvage and the Good Samaritan 
Community
Languages: French

8Church of All Saints,  
Visų Šventųjų g. 1

 
Calvary: The Way of the Cross
Languages: English, French

9Church of the Discovery of the Holy 
Cross (Vilnius Calvary),  

Kalvarijų g. 329, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.
  
A Meeting with People in Need at the 
Betanija Social Centre
Languages: Spanish

10Betanija Social Centre,  
M. K. Paco g. 4, Vilnius.  

Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.

Visit to the Caritas Mother and Child 
Home and the House of St. Faustina
Languages: Polish

11Caritas of Vilnius Archdiocese, Mother 
and Child Home, V. Grybo g. 29, 

Vilnius. Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.
 
Prayer and Reflection Session: Silent 
Prayer Fr. Jokūbas Marija Goštautas OP
Languages: Lithuanian

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. Francis 

and St. Bernardino, Maironio g. 10, Church

“May Your Mercy Come Quickly to Meet 
Us” (Ps 79:8). A Meeting with the Sisters 
of Divine Mercy and the Lay Community
Languages: Lithuanian, English 

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. Francis 

and St. Bernardino, Maironio g. 10,  
St. Michael Chapel 

Guided Tour: The Saints of Vilnius
Languages: English

13Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower, 
Katedros square 2

 
Guided Tour: Vilnius Across the Ages
Languages: Italian, English

13Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower, 
Katedros square 2, Vilnius

 
Recognising Christ in the Face of Those 
in Need: The Relevance of Blessed 
Jurgis Matulaitis’s Vision for the Mission 
of Women’s Religious Communities 
in Society – Between the Ethics of 
Emmanuel Levinas and the Insights of 
Dilexit Nos.  
Sr. Dr. Daiva Kuzmickaitė MVS
Languages: English, Polish

14Convent the of Holy Cross of 
the Sisters of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
the Church of the Holy Cross,  
S. Daukanto sq. 1, Holy Cross House Hall
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Awakened to Mercy: A Meeting on 
Volunteer Ministry to the Sick
Languages: English

15DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Conference Hall

 
Lecture: Bridges of Mercy: Dialogue 
Between Generations.  Vijoleta 
Vitkauskienė
Languages: Lithuanian

15DOMUS MARIA, Aušros Vartų g. 12, 
Main Hall

 
Discovering the Living Heart of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist. Deacon Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Benas Ulevičius
Languages: English

16Church of Saints Philip and James, 
Vasario 16-osios g. 11

 
Caritas Village. Not “About” but “With”: A 
House-Decorating Workshop with People 
Experiencing Homelessness
Languages: English, Polish

17Rotušės aikštė
 

A Meeting with the Aš Esu Community: 
Addiction, Recovery, and Mercy
Languages: Lithuanian

18Church of St. Stephen,  
Šv. Stepono g. 37

 
Spiritual Accompaniment Session: Not 
Alone on the Journey. Sr. Bernadeta 
Mališkaitė SJE ir and Fr. Vytautas 
Sadauskas SJ  
Languages: Lithuanian

19Church of St. Casimir,  
Didžioji g. 34 

 
A Meeting with Sr. Cathy Jones RA: 
The Merciful Heart of God – Source and 
Strength of All Christian Ministry
Languages: English, Polish

20Church of St. Teresa,  
Aušros Vartų g. 14

 

A Meeting with Sr. Maria Teresa de la 
Fuente: Mary – Our True Mother
Languages: English

21Church of St. John the Baptist and 
St. John the Apostle and Evangelist, 

Šv. Jono g. 12

Guided Tour: The Way of Mercy
Languages: English, Polish

22Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, 
Dominikonų g. 12

 
PRAYER Day at the Order of Malta 
Activity Village
Languages: Lithuanian

23S. Daukanto square

A Meeting with Sigita Maslauskaitė: 
Divine Mercy in History – The Last 
Century of Lithuania
Languages: Italian, English, Lithuanian, 
Polish

24Church of St. Ignatius,  
Šv. Ignoto g. 6

Guided Tour: Vilnius Through the Eyes of 
a Homeless Person
Languages: English

25Vilnius Archdiocese Caritas 
Transitional Home,  

Šv. Stepono g. 35
 
Pilgrimage by Coach: Discover the Most 
Beautiful Sanctuaries of Vilnius
Languages: English, French

26Location of the event (Hill of the 
Saviour), Rasų g. 6, Vilnius. Coach 

boarding at 14:20 at Point 26.
 
Usus Antiquior: The Liturgy Celebrated 
by St. Faustina and Blessed Michał 
Sopoćko
Languages: English

27Church of St. Anne, Maironio g. 8
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1 Church of St. Teresa and 
the Chapel of Our Lady 

of Mercy at the Gate of 
Dawn, Aušros Vartų g. 14
Holy Mass in Lithuanian
 

2 Church of the Holy 
Cross, S. Daukanto a. 1

Holy Mass in Spanish
 

3 Church of St. Ignatius, 
Military Ordinariate of 

Lithuania, Šv. Ignoto g. 6
Holy Mass in Italian
 

4 Church of St. Casimir 
(Jesuit), Didžioji g. 34

Holy Mass in Lithuanian
 

5 Church of the Saviour 
(Brothers of Saint 

John), Antakalnio g. 27
Holy Mass in French

6 Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Stanislaus and St. 

Ladislaus, Katedros a. 2
Holy Mass in English
 

7 Holy Trinity Church 
(Greek Catholic Rite), 

Aušros Vartų g. 7B
Holy Mass in Ukrainian
 

8 Church of the Holy 
Spirit, Dominikonų g. 8

Holy Mass in Polish
 

9 Church of St. Anne, 
Maironio g. 8

Extraordinary Form Holy 
Mass (in Latin)

CONGRESS HOLY MASSES  
IN THE CHURCHES OF VILNIUS06 10

6.00 PM 
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Film: The Sacred Heart 

1  Location of the event (Hill of the 
Saviour). Rasų g. 6.

Languages: French, English

Charismatic Prayer: Evening Miracles 
in the Light of Divine Mercy

2  Church of the Holy Spirit  
Dominikonų g. 8

Worship Prayer Evening: Let 
Everything That Has Breath Praise 
Him (Psalm 150)

3  St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. 

Francis and St. Bernardino
Maironio g. 10

Ecumenical Taizé Prayer  
Service with Brothers from Taizé:  
Grant Us Your Mercy, O Lord

4  Church of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary of Consolation

Savičiaus g. 15

Prayer Evening: Before  
the Throne of Mercy

5  Cathedral Basilica
Katedros square 2

Prayer Vigil: I Give You My Peace |  
« Je vous donne ma paix »

6  Church of the Saviour  
(Brothers of Saint John)

Antakalnio g. 27

Religion and War: Changes in the 
Lithuanian Orthodox Church

7 Exarchate of Lithuania Centre
Antakalnio g. 10

EVENING 
PROGRAM06 10

EVENING PROGRAM  
DESCRIPTIONS

Vi
ln

ia
us

 v
ak

ar
in

is
 a

pl
in

kl
.

Ukmergės g.

Geležinio Vilko g.

Geležinio Vilko g.

Ge
le

ži
ni

o 
Vi

lk
o 

g.

Ge
le

ži
ni

o 
Vi

lk
o 

g.

Ukm
ergės g.

Justiniškių g.

Talino g.

Laisv
ės pr.

Ateitie
s g.

Gelvonų g.

S. Stanevičiaus g.

Ozo g.

Ateitie
s g.

La
isv

ės
 p

r.

Rygos g.

Buividiškių

Pilaitės pr.

T. Narbuto g.

T. Narbuto g.

Kęstučio g.

Liubarto g.

A.
 G

oš
ta

ut
o 

g.

A. Goštauto g.

Ka
lv

ar
ijų

 g
.

Ka
lv

ar
ijų

 g
.

Ka
lv

ar
ijų

 g
.

Kalvarijų g.

Mokslininkų g. Žaliųjų Ežerų g.

Kareivių g.

Tuskulėnų g.

Žalgirio g.

Ke
rn

av
ės

 g
.

Ži
rm

ūn
ų 

g.

Ži
rm

ūn
ų 

g.

Žirm
ūnų g.

An
ta

ka
ln

io
 g

.

Didlaukio g.

Konstitucijos pr.

Rinktinės g.

Pamėnkalnio g.

Gedimino pr.

Švitrigailos g.

Kauno g. Drujos g.

Pylimo g.

M. Daukšos g.

M
indaugo g.

M
in

da
ug

o 
g.

Savanorių
 pr.

Jono Basanavičiaus g

Geležinkelio g

Naugarduko g.

Da
ria

us
 ir

 G
irė

no
 g

.

La
isv

ės
 p

r.

La
isv

ės p
r.

Laisvės pr.

Oslo g.
Oslo g.

Ei
ši

šk
ių

 p
l

Li
ep

ka
ln

io
 g

.

A1

A1

A15

A3

A2

A14

A14

A14

Ju
st

in
išk

ių
 g

.

GINEITIŠKĖS

PAŠILAIČIAI

JUSTINIŠKĖS

KAROLINIŠKĖS

NAUJININKAI

LAZDYNAI

VILKPĖDĖ

ŽVĖRYNAS

NAUJAMIESTIS

NAUJAMIESTIS

ŠNIPIŠKĖS

ŽIRMŪNAI

BALTUPIAI

JERUZALĖ

VALAKUPIAI

BUKČIAI

VIRŠULIŠKĖS

Vi
ln

ia
us

 v
ak

ar
in

is
 a

pl
in

kl
.

Vi
ln

ia
us

 va
ka

rin
is 

ap
lin

kl
.

Te
at

ro
 g

Švitrigailos g.

Al
gi

rd
o 

g.

Arsenalo g.

T. 
Vr

ub
le

vs
ki

o 
g.

Žemaitės g.

V. Pietario g.

Pelesos g.

Ap
ka

sų
 g

.

Minties g.

Maironio g.

Žy
gi

o 
g.

Pilies g.

Gerosios Vilties g.

Olandų g.

J. 
Ku

bi
lia

us
 g

.

Vytauto g.

A. Mickevičiaus g.

Ateities g.

Kalvarijų g.

Je
ru

za
lė

s 
g.

3

2

6

7

8

1

5

15

4

12

13

16
17

14

9

11

18

21

2223

24

25

27

20

26

19

10

CONGRESS VENUE

Rasų g. 6

133P R O G R A M



How to act while guided by mercy?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)

9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Abp. Rino Fisichella | Works of Mercy as a Path of Evangelization
10.15 	 Tetiana Stawnychy I Works of Mercy in the Face of War
10.35 	 Kathrine E. Mackie ir David Mackie | Second Chance: 
	 Rethinking Crime, Its Consequences, and Justice
11.00 	 Break
11.30 	 Fr James Mallon | Scandalous Mercy: 21st Century Parish
12.15	 Kevin Hyland | To Have Eyes and See, to Have Ears and Hear: 
	 When There is No Room for Indifference
1.00 	 Lunch break

AFTERNOON (Vilnius Old Town)
3.00 	 Hour of Mercy and workshops

EVENING (Rasų g. 6)

6.00 	 Holy Mass
7.00 	 Dinner
8.00 	 Evening concert | The gospel choir GospelJonai

THURSDAY
ACTION06 11

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 2026134



TESTIMONY
TETIANA STAWNYCHY
President of Caritas Ukraine, one of the 
largest NGO networks in the country 
responding to the humanitarian crisis 
during the war. Although born and rai-
sed in the United States to Ukrainian im-
migrant parents, she has dedicated her 
professional life to Ukraine. Her work is 
closely linked to strengthening solida-
rity, social support, and the long-term 
recovery of Ukrainian society after the 
war.

SPEAKER
ABP. RINO FISICHELLA
One of the most prominent theologians 
of the contemporary Church, combi-
ning academic thought with pastoral 
practice. Former Rector of the Pontifical 
Lateran University, he led the Pontifical 
Academy for Life from 2008 onward, 
and today, serving as Pro-Prefect of the 
Dicastery for Evangelization, he actively 
shapes the direction of the new evange-
lization in the modern world.
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DAVID N. MACKIE
A Scottish judge actively engaged in 
social initiatives. He works with the 
organizations Families Outside and 
Howard League Scotland, contributing 
to reforms within the criminal justice 
system, particularly in the protection 
of children and vulnerable persons. 
He is known for promoting a humane 
approach to justice.

KATHRINE E. MACKIE
A Scottish judge working in the fields 
of domestic violence and criminal 
justice. She has contributed to the 
establishment of specialised courts 
and to the development of alternatives 
to imprisonment. She actively supports 
reintegration and a justice system 
oriented towards human restoration and 
recovery.

WORLD APOSTOLIC CONGRESS ON MERCY 2026136



SPEAKER
FR. JAMES MALLON
A Catholic priest and one of the most 
prominent voices of a contemporary vi-
sion for parish renewal. He is the found-
er of the Divine Renovation movement, 
which calls parishes to become vibrant, 
evangelising communities centred on dis-
cipleship and mission. Mallon is the best-
selling author of Divine Renovation and 
other books, a conference speaker and 
teacher who offers not merely theoretical 
knowledge, but a concrete path for how 
a parish can become a place where faith 
is born and mission-ready Christians are 
formed.

PERFORMERS
THE GOSPEL CHOIR  
GOSPELJONAI
On the final evening of the World Apostolic 
Mercy Congress on Mercy, a concert by the 
Vilnius St. Johns’ Church gospel choir Gospel-
Jonai will take place. Led by Kristina Žaldokai-
tė, this ensemble has been spreading vibrant, 
pulsating gospel music for seventeen years—
music that uplifts, unites, and carries a living 
faith. This evening will invite everyone, through 
music and fellowship, to joyfully thank God for 
all the gifts received during the Congress.

TESTIMONY
KEVIN HYLAND
A global leader in the fight against hu-
man trafficking, advocating for the most 
vulnerable. Internationally recognised 
leader in combating human trafficking, 
Officer of the Order of the British Empi-
re (OBE), former first Independent An-
ti-Slavery Commissioner for the United 
Kingdom, and co-founder and Senior 
Adviser of the Santa Marta Group, an 
initiative dedicated to ending human 
trafficking and modern slavery.

EVENING PROGRAM
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A Meeting with Grzegorz Kiciński, 
Director of the Angels of Mercy 
Foundation
Languages: Polish

1Courtyard of Blessed Fr. Michał 
Sopoćko Hospice, Rasų g. 4

 
A Meeting with Fr. James Mallon: 
Moving Your Parish from Maintenance 
to Mission
Languages: English

2Church of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary of Consolation,  

Savičiaus g. 15
 
Narrated Tour: The History of the 
Image of Merciful Jesus in the St. 
Michael the Archangel Church
Languages: Lithuanian

3Church Heritage Museum, Šv. 
Mykolo g. 9, St. Michael the 

Archangel Church
 
Immersive Exhibition  
faces within the Face
Languages: various

3Church Heritage Museum, Šv. 
Mykolo g. 9, Lower Hall

 
Visit to the Cathedral Crypts
Languages: English, Polish

4Cathedral Basilica, Katedros  
square 2, Vilnius, Cathedral Crypts

 
Bibliodrama. A Living Encounter  
with the Word of God. Led by 
Vilhelmina Raubaitė-Mikelionienė
Languages: Polish

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art 
Centre, Maironio g. 11, Cell of 

Superior
 

In the Footsteps of Divine Mercy: 
Personal Testimonies by Grzegorz 
Górny (writer) and Janusz Rosikoń 
(photographer)
Languages: Polish, English

5ARKANGELO Conference &  
Art Centre, Maironio g. 11,  

Main Hall
 
To Accept, Not to Control:  
A Theology of Fertility in the Light of 
Mercy. Ingrida Jazgevičienė 
Languages: Lithuanian

5ARKANGELO Conference & Art Centre, 
Maironio g. 11, Piano Hall

Exhibition: Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko 
– Apostle of Divine Mercy,  
Pilgrim of Hope
Languages: various

5ARKANGELO Conference &  
Art Centre, Maironio g. 11,  

Salono Hall
 
Prayer at the Image of Divine Mercy
Languages: German

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Chapel

Co-Creator and Steward of Creation: 
Entrepreneurship as Part of the 
Christian Vocation. A Meeting with 
Robertas Dargis
Languages: Lithuanian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Conference Hall

AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
3.00–5.00 PM 06 11
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A Session with Bishop H. Ciereszko: 
Blessed Fr. Michał Sopoćko – Apostle 
of Divine Mercy in Vilnius
Languages: Polish, Lithuanian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Chapter Hall
 
The Image of the Invisible God.  
Sr. Teresa Szalkowska ZSJM
Languages: English

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Piano Hall

A Meeting with Sr. Maria Teresa de 
la Fuente: Divine Mercy – Mystery of 
Love Present and Acting in Our Time
Languages: English, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Italian

6Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary,  

Pranciškonų g. 1A, Church

A Meeting with the Basilian Fathers 
of the Order of St. Josaphat (Greek 
Catholic Church)
Languages: Italian

7Holy Trinity Church (Greek Catholic 
Rite) and the Vilnius Monastery of 

the Basilian Order of Saint Josaphat, 
Aušros Vartų g. 7B
 
Prayer of Praise in Song with Brother 
Tomasz Pilch OFMCap
Languages: Polish, Lithuanian

8Church of All Saints,  
Visų Šventųjų g. 1

 

Calvary: The Way of the Cross
Languages: Italian, Spanish

9Church of the Discovery of the Holy 
Cross (Vilnius Calvary),  

Kalvarijų g. 329, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
A Meeting with People in Need at the 
Betanija Social Centre
Languages: French

10Betanija Social Centre,  
M. K. Paco g. 4, Vilnius.  

Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
Visit to the Caritas Mother and Child 
Home and the House of St. Faustina
Languages: English

11Caritas of Vilnius Archdiocese, 
Mother and Child Home,  

V. Grybo g. 29, Vilnius.  
Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
 
Prayer with St. Faustina: I Desire to 
Praise Your Mercy. Sr. Jėzaus Širdies 
Teresė
Languages: English

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. 

Francis and St. Bernardino,  
Maironio g. 10, Church
 
Presentation of the Well4Africa Social 
Initiative
Languages: English

12St. Francis of Assisi (Bernardine) 
Church and the Friary of St. 

Francis and St. Bernardino,  
Maironio g. 10, St. Michael Chapel
 
Guided Tour: The Saints of Vilnius
Languages: Lithuanian

13Vilnius Cathedral Bell Tower, 
Katedros square 2
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God’s Love and Mercy as the 
Foundation of Consecrated Life: 
The Experience and Teaching of 
Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis. Sr. Viktorija 
Plečkaitytė MVS
Languages: English, Polish

14The Church of the Holy Cross,  
S. Daukanto square 1,  

Holy Cross House Hall
 
A Meeting with the St. Francis 
Oncology Centre Team: A House 
of Divine Mercy – Understanding, 
Compassion, and Presence
Languages: English, Polish

15DOMUS MARIA,  
Aušros Vartų g. 12, Conference Hall

 
Mercy and Love in Enriching Family 
Relationships: The Case Study 
Method. Vilius Bernatonis 
Languages: English

15DOMUS MARIA,  
Aušros Vartų g. 12, Main Hall

 
The Beatitudes: The Cornerstone 
in Building the City of Divine Mercy 
in Christian Daily Life. Fr. Ričardas 
Doveika
Languages: Lithuanian

16Church of Saints Philip and James, 
Vasario 16-osios g. 11

 
Interactive Meeting with Young Caritas 
Volunteers
Languages: Lithuanian, English

17Rotušės square

The Journey from Prison to Freedom: 
The Experience of the Vilnius 
Archdiocese Caritas Centre for 
Prisoner Counselling
Languages: Lithuanian, English

18Church of St. Stephen,  
Šv. Stepono g. 37

 

Mercy on the Journey of the Divorced. 
A Meeting with the Bendrakeleiviai 
Community
Languages: Lithuanian

19Church of St. Casimir,  
Didžioji g. 34

 
Lecture: The Interplay of the Motifs 
of Christ’s Passion and Childhood in 
the Iconography of the Church of St. 
Teresa Dr. Tojana Račiūnaitė
Languages: English, Polish

20Church of St. Teresa,  
Aušros Vartų g. 14

 
A Meeting with Fr. Jean-Marie of 
Taizé: Heart Speaks to Heart – Biblical 
Perspectives and Insights into the 
Merciful Heart of Jesus
Languages: English

21Church of St. John the Baptist 
and St. John the Apostle and 

Evangelist, Šv. Jono g. 12
 
Guided Tour: The Way of Mercy
Languages: English, Spanish

22Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, 
Dominikonų g. 12

 
ACTION Day at the Order of Malta 
Activity Village
Languages: Lithuanian

23S. Daukanto square

A Meeting with the Caritas Ukraine 
Team
Languages: English, Lithuanian, Polish, 
Italian

24Church of St. Ignatius, 
Šv. Ignoto g. 6

Pilgrimage by Coach: Discover the 
Most Beautiful Sanctuaries of Vilnius
Languages: English, Polish

25Location of the event (Hill of the 
Saviour), Rasų g. 6, Vilnius.  

Coach boarding at 14:20 at Point 25.
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The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

How could meditation on the Heart of
Jesus become a source of peace
and the hope for deep inner peace for all
humanity?

MORNING (Rasų g. 6)

9.00 	 Praise and worship
9.30 	 Fr Patrice Chocholski I The Heart of Jesus — the Source of Peace 
10.10 	 Closing remarks, venue of WACOM7
10.45 	 Break
11.30 	 Holy Mass
13.00 	 Lunch

FRIDAY
HEART06 12
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SPEAKER
FR. PATRICE CHOCHOLSKI
A bridge of dialogue and mercy in the 
Mediterranean region. Theologian, Di-
rector of the Catholic Institute of the 
Mediterranean in Marseille, former 
Secretary General of the World Apos-
tolic Congresses on Mercy, and former 
Rector of the Shrine of St. John Mary 
Vianney in Ars. At the heart of all Fr. 
Patrice's activities is the message of 
Divine Mercy — a subject he reflects 
on and speaks about extensively. Since 
the inception of the World Congresses 
of Divine Mercy, he has served as the 
General Secretary of these events.
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              INFORMATION CENTRES
1. Cathedral Square
2. Vilnius Pilgrim Centre, Dominikonų g. 6
3. Church Heritage Museum, Šv. Mykolo g. 9
4. Pilgrim Centre of the Sanctuary of the Gate of Dawn,  
    Aušros Vartų g. 14
5. Event location, Rasų g. 6

      ADORATION | PRAYER | CONFESSION
6. Cathedral Square, Katedros a. 2
7. Sanctuary of Divine Mercy, Dominikonų g. 12
8. Church of the Holy Cross, S. Daukanto a. 1

       ORGANIZATIONS IN THE CITY
9. S. Daukanto Square: Order of Malta
10. Rotušės Square: Caritas, Rimantas Kaukėnas 
Charitable Foundation, Knights of Columbus, Way of 
Grace, Radio Maria

i
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Sunday. Corpus Christi
 

Once, the image was being exhibited over the altar during the Corpus 
Christi procession. When the priest exposed the Blessed Sacrament, and 
the choir began to sing, the rays from the image pierced the Sacred Host 

and spread out all over the world. Then I heard these words: These rays of 
mercy will pass through you, just as they have passed through this Host, 
and they will go out through all the world. At these words, profound joy 

invaded my soul. Diary of St. Faustina, 441





Monday. Memory
 

O great God, I admire Your goodness! You are the Lord of heavenly hosts, 
and yet You stoop so low to Your miserable creatures. Oh, how ardently 
I desire to love You with every beat of my heart! The whole extent of the 
earth is not enough for me, heaven is too small, and boundless space is 
nothing; You alone are enough for me, Eternal God! You alone can fill the 

depths of my soul. Diary of St. Faustina, 288





Tuesday. Word

I am greatly surprised at how one can be so jealous. When I see someone 
else's good, I rejoice at it as if it were mine. The joy of others is my joy, 

and the suffering of others is my suffering, for otherwise I would not dare 
to commune with the Lord Jesus. The spirit of Jesus is always simple, 

meek, sincere; all malice, envy, and unkindness disguised under a smile of 
good will are clever little devils. A severe word flowing from sincere love 

does not wound the heart. Diary of St. Faustina, 633





Wednesday. Prayer

+ When I immersed myself in prayer and united myself with all the Masses 
that were being celebrated all over the world at that time, I implored God, 

for the sake of all these Holy Masses, to have mercy on the world and 
especially on poor sinners who were dying at that moment. At the same 
instant, I received an interior answer from God that a thousand souls had 
received grace through the prayerful mediation I had offered to God. We 
do not know the number of souls that is ours to save through our prayers 

and sacrifices; therefore, let us always pray for sinners.  
Diary of St. Faustina, 1783





Thursday. Action

O my Jesus, when shall we look upon souls with higher motives in mind? 
When will our judgments be true? You give us occasions to practice deeds 
of mercy, and instead we use the occasions to pass judgment. In order to 
know whether the love of God flourishes in a convent, one must ask how 

they treat the sick, the disabled, and the infirm who are there. 
Diary of St. Faustina, 1269



Friday. Heart

Today is the Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. During Holy Mass, I was 
given the knowledge of the Heart of Jesus and of the nature of the fire of love 

with which He burns for us and of how He is an Ocean of Mercy. Then I heard a 
voice: Apostle of My mercy, proclaim to the whole world My unfathomable mercy. 
Do not be discouraged by the difficulties you encounter in proclaiming My mercy. 

These difficulties that affect you so painfully are needed for your sanctification 
and as evidence that this work is Mine. My daughter, be diligent in writing down 
every sentence I tell you concerning My mercy, because this is meant for a great 

number of souls who will profit from it. Diary of St. Faustina, 1142
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